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Nineteenth  Session  of  the  United  Nations  Statistical  Commission 

Bennett  Brady 

Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 

and 

J.  Timothy  Sprehe 
Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of  Commerce 


Background 

The  Statistical  Commission,  which  is  one  of  the 
functional  commissions  of  the  United  Nations 
Economic  and  Social  Council,  held  its  19th  bien¬ 
nial  session  in  New  Delhi,  India,  November 
8-19,  1976.  This  was  the  first  time  that  the 
Commission  had  met  in  a  location  other  than 
New  York  or  Geneva.  It  was  felt  that  a  session  in 
India  would  provide  members  the  opportunity 
to  observe  first  hand  the  conditions  affecting 
statistical  activities  in  a  developing  country.  In 
addition  to  providing  field  trips,  the  Indian  Cen¬ 
tral  Statistical  Organization  invited  delegates  to 
the  Commission  to  join  in  the  celebration  of  its 
25th  anniversary.  Since  the  last  session  a  large 
number  of  questions  requiring  attention  by  the 
Commission  had  accumulated  in  part  as  a  result 
of  the  extensive  series  of  regional  meetings  and 
consultations  on  statistical  matters  that  had 
taken  place. 

Participation 

The  session  was  attended  by  official  delega¬ 
tions  from  all  but  5  of  the  24  countries  elected  to 
membership  on  the  Commission  by  the  Eco¬ 
nomic  and  Social  Council.  All  the  delegations 
were  headed  by  accredited  representatives,  gen¬ 
erally  the  chief  statistical  officer  for  the  national 
government.  Other  representatives  included 
those  of  the  specialized  agencies  (International 
Labor  Organization;  Food  and  Agriculture  Or¬ 
ganization;  United  Nations  Educational,  Scien¬ 
tific,  and  Cultural  Organization;  World  Health 
Organization;  International  Bank  for  Recon¬ 
struction  and  Development;  World  Tourism  Or¬ 
ganization;  and  International  Monetary  Fund), 
General  Agreement  on  Tariffs  and  Trade,  the 
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Regional  Economic  Commissions,  and  the  Asian 
Statistical  Institute.  Eighteen  observers  from  UN 
member  states  not  represented  on  the  Commis¬ 
sion,  intergovernmental  organizations  outside 
the  UN  system,  and  nongovernmental  organiza¬ 
tions  in  consultation  status  with  the  Economic 
and  Social  Council  also  attended. 

The  United  States  delegation  consisted  of 
Joseph  W.  Duncan,  Deputy  Associate  Director 
for  Statistical  Policy,  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  as  the  United  States  representative  to 
the  Statistical  Commission,  and  J.  Timothy 
Sprehe,  Chief,  International  Statistical  Programs 
Center,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Department  of 
Commerce,  as  alternate. 

The  unanimously  elected  officers  of  the 
Commission  were  V.R.  Rao  of  India  as  Chair¬ 
man,  M.A.  Korolev  of  the  U.S.S.R.  as  First 
Vice-Chairman,  Ingvar  OhIsson  of  Sweden  as 
Second  Vice-Chairman,  and  Joseph  W.  Duncan 
of  the  United  States  as  Rapporteur. 

Work  of  the  Session 

The  following  paragraphs  report  briefly  on 
the  work  of  the  session  on  major  agenda  ques¬ 
tions  which  are  of  interest  to  U.S.  Government 
agencies.  For  a  fuller  account,  refer  to  the  Com¬ 
mission’s  report  on  the  session  to  the  Economic 
and  Social  Council.  Copies  of  the  report,  when  it 
becomes  available,  may  be  purchased  from  the 
Sales  Section,  United  Nations,  New  York,  New 
York  10017. 

International  statistical  programs. — The  Statisti¬ 
cal  Commission  gave  continued  attention  at  this 
session  to  the  need  for  improved  coordination  in 
international  statistical  activities.  As  at  previous 
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sessions  the  Commission  considered  an  inte¬ 
grated  5-year  plan  for  international  statistical 
programs  prepared  by  the  United  Nations  Statis¬ 
tical  Office  in  cooperation  with  the  statistical  of¬ 
fices  of  the  regional  commissions,  the  specialized 
agencies,  and  other  intergovernmental  and  non¬ 
governmental  organizations.  The  plan  is  now 
organized  in  terms  of  the  major  strategies  for 
statistical  development  and  includes  information 
on  cost  and  resources  devoted  to  international 
statistics  and  on  statistical  programs  of  several 
organizations  outside  the  UN  system.  The  six 
major  statistical  objectives  of  the  present  5-year 
plan  for  the  years  1977-1981  are: 

(1)  Development  and  improvement  of  statis¬ 
tics  and  analytical  presentation  of  social 
concern  and  the  interrelationships  of  so¬ 
cial  and  economic  changes,  with  special 
reference  to  the  needs  of  developing  coun¬ 
tries; 

(2)  Collection  of  new  basic  data  and  the  fur¬ 
ther  exploitation  of  administrative  records 
for  statistical  purposes; 

(3)  Activities  designed  to  meet  the  statistical 
requirements  of  the  Second  United  Na¬ 
tions  Development  Decade; 

(4)  Creation,  maintenance  and  coordination 
of  data  bases  of  economic  and  social  statis¬ 
tics; 

(5)  Technical  assistance  activities  in  statistics; 
and 

(6)  Recurrent  statistical  activities. 

The  Commission  discussed  how  best  to  use  this 
5-year  plan,  with  several  members  voicing  the 
sentiment  that  the  objectives  were  too  diffusely 
expressed  to  be  the  basis  for  a  realistic  program. 
One  suggestion  was  that  developing  countries 
might  use  it  as  an  aid  in  the  preparation  of  their 
national  development  plans  for  statistics.  It  was 
also  suggested  that  in  the  future  the  plan  might 
include  a  section  for  assessing  the  overall  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  extent  to  which  coordination  and 
integration  had  been  achieved. 

The  Commission  decided  that  the  Working 
Group  on  International  Statistical  Programs  and 
Coordination  should  hold  its  seventh  session  in 
June  1977  to  consider  ways  of  making  the  5-year 
plan  more  useful  and  to  formulate  in  specific 
terms  the  major  statistical  policy  objectives. 
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Statistics  of  the  developing  countries. — Another 
5-year  plan,  a  plan  for  international  technical  as¬ 
sistance  in  statistics,  1977-1981,  was  also  before 
the  Commission  although  the  Commission  felt 
the  plan  was  highly  optimistic  in  view  of  the 
United  Nations  Development  Program  (UNDP) 
financial  crisis.  The  Commission  also  considered 
three  other  documents,  two  on  the  basic  prob¬ 
lems  and  issues  of  technical  assistance  for  the 
improvement  of  statistics  and  a  report  describing 
a  technical  assistance  program  for  institutionaliz¬ 
ing  household  sample  survey  capability  to 
follow-up  on  the  African  Census  Program. 

The  Commission  was  concerned  over  the  de¬ 
cline  in  resources  from  the  United  Nations  De¬ 
velopment  Program  for  technical  assistance  and 
passed  a  draft  resolution  for  the  Economic  and 
Social  Commission  which  would  urge  an  increase 
in  UNDP  funds  for  training  statisticians  in  de¬ 
veloping  countries. 

The  Commission  endorsed  the  African 
Household  Survey  Capability  Program,  the 
follow-up  program  to  the  African  Census  Pro¬ 
gram,  and  passed  a  second  draft  resolution  on  a 
National  Household  Survey  Capability  Program: 

(1)  calling  the  attention  of  the  developing 
countries  to  the  values  of  a  continuing  na¬ 
tional  household  survey  capability  and  to 
the  possibility  of  using  funds  available  to 
them  through  the  UNDP  Country  Pro¬ 
gram  facility,  and 

(2)  requesting  the  secretary  general  and 
UNDP  to  convene  a  meeting  of  experts  to 
consider  the  best  methods  of  developing 
and  improving  national  household  survey 
capabilities  and  to  provide  necessary  sup¬ 
port  for  such  a  development  program. 

Energy  statistics. — First  steps  were  taken  at  this 
session  toward  development  of  a  global  system  of 
integrated  energy  statistics.  The  UN  Statistical 
Office  had  prepared  for  the  Commission’s  con¬ 
sideration  a  program  to  develop  such  a  system 
using  presently  existing  data.  The  program  is 
based  on  the  concept  of  presenting  energy  bal¬ 
ances,  covering  different  stages  of  operation 
from  production  through  trade,  stockage,  and 
conversion  of  final  end  use.  In  view  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  energy  questions,  both  nationally 
and  internationally,  the  Commission  emphasized 
the  need  for  undertaking  work  in  this  field  as 
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soon  as  possible.  They  endorsed  the  program  for 
developing  energy  statistics,  the  use  of  energy 
balances  as  a  key  instrument  in  the  coordination 
of  work  on  energy  statistics  and  the  approach  of 
building  on  and  extending  the  statistical  base.  It 
was  agreed  that  work  should  proceed  with  a 
meeting  of  an  expert  group  to  consider  the  pre¬ 
sentation  of  an  international  classification  of 
energy  and  a  common  unit  of  measurement  for 
interfuel  comparisons. 

Framework  for  the  integration  of  social  and  demo¬ 
graphic  statistics. — Since  the  inception  of  the  UN 
program  to  develop  a  System  of  Social  and 
Demographic  Statistics  (SSDS)  anologous  to  the 
system  of  national  accounts,  the  United  States 
has  felt  that  this  was  an  overly  ambitious  task  and 
that  more  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  de¬ 
veloping  a  framework  of  useful  measures  of  so¬ 
cial  characteristics  that  would  permit  improved 
monitoring  of  social  change  and  linkages  be¬ 
tween  the  measures.  Such  a  goal  is  now  the  objec¬ 
tive  of  UN  work  in  this  area  and  the  program  has 
been  retitled  a  “Framework  for  the  Integration 
of  Social  and  Demographic  Statistics.” 

Another  area  of  concern  to  the  United  States 
has  been  the  possible  duplication  in  work  being 
conducted  by  the  Economic  Commission  for 
Europe  (ECE)  and  the  UN  Statistical  Office  on 
the  SSDS  and  by  the  Organization  for  Economic 
Cooperation  and  Development  (OECD)  on  the 
development  of  social  indicators.  At  this  session, 
the  Commission  also  stressed  the  importance  of 
continued  international  cooperation  and  coor¬ 
dination  of  work  on  social  indicators  and  particu¬ 
larly  urged  avoiding  duplication.  It  is  gratifying 
to  the  United  States  to  report  that  the  possibility 
of  duplication  of  work  has  now  been  minimized 
with  an  understanding  that  OECD’s  Common 
Development  Efforts  will  be  the  focus  of  current 
work  on  social  indicators,  while  the  ECE  and  UN 
Statistical  Office  will  have  the  responsibility  for 
developing  a  framework  for  the  integration  of 
social  statistics.  The  Commission  also  agreed  that 
the  UN  illustrative  series,  classifications,  and  in¬ 
dicators  must  not  be  construed  as  international 
recommendations  on  indicators,  and  to  insure 
this,  a  statement  to  this  effect  will  appear  on  the 
cover  of  their  social  indicators  publication,  to  be 
entitled  “Social  Indicators:  Preliminary 
Guidelines  and  Illustrative  Series.” 

At  the  previous  session  the  U.S.  representative 
had  suggested  that  the  U.S.  Statistical  Office 


should  develop  an  overall  strategy  so  that  na¬ 
tional  statistical  offices  could  carry  out  feasibility 
tests  of  the  framework  in  limited  areas.  The 
strategy  paper  for  further  work  on  the 
framework  which  was  before  the  Commission 
gave  two  priorities  for  further  work: 

(1)  a  study  of  current  empirical  experiments 
on  integration  of  social  statistics  in  indi¬ 
vidual  countries  as  the  United  States  had 
suggested,  and 

(2)  continuing  work  on  the  harmonization  of 
concepts,  classification,  and  definitions  in 
various  fields  of  social,  demographic,  and 
related  economic  statistics. 

The  Commission  unanimously  endorsed  these 
two  priority  subjects  and  suggested  a  number  of 
more  specific  topics  to  be  considered  for  further 
work  in  this  area.  The  Commission  also  agreed 
that  the  strategy  document  should  be  published 
as  soon  as  possible  to  serve  as  a  reference  docu¬ 
ment  for  national  and  international  work  on  in¬ 
tegration. 

A  major  emphasis  of  the  UN  Statistical  Office 
and  the  UN  Statistical  Commission  continues  to 
be  the  improvement  of  statistical  concepts  and 
methods  for  use  in  the  developing  countries.  As 
evidence  of  this,  two  documents  were  before  the 
Commission,  one  on  a  framework  for  the  inte¬ 
gration  of  social  and  demographic  statistics  for 
developing  countries  and  the  other  on  improv¬ 
ing  social  statistics  in  developing  countries.  The 
Commission  welcomed  and  endorsed  both  of 
these  reports. 

The  Commission  also  considered  several  other 
activities  in  the  area  of  social  and  demographic 
statistics: 

The  Economic  and  Social  Council  had  passed  a 
resolution  in  1975  requesting  the  development 
of  a  1980  World  Population  and  Housing  Census 
Program.  An  interim  progress  report  on  this 
program  was  before  the  Commission.  The 
Commission  considered  the  program  to  be 
timely  and  comprehensive  and  gave  its  en¬ 
dorsement  to  most  of  the  aspects  of  the  program. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  countries  will 
have  already  finalized  their  plans  for  the  1980 
round  of  censuses  by  the  next  time  the  Commis¬ 
sion  meets  in  early  1979,  it  was  agreed  that 
Chapter  III  of  the  report,  which  contains  the 
interim  projX)sals  with  respect  to  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  the  censuses,  should  be  sent  to  all  na- 
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tional  statistical  offices  as  soon  as  possible  for 
their  consideration  in  planning  for  their  1980 
population  and  housing  censuses. 

The  Commission  also  approved  (following  re¬ 
vision  according  to  comments  made  at  the  pres¬ 
ent  session  and  by  regional  commissions)  draft 
guidelines  for  statistics  of  international  tourism. 
These  guidelines  will  be  published  as  “provision¬ 
al”  guidelines  and  circulated  to  member  coun¬ 
tries  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  its  17th  session  the  Commission  had  agreed 
that  further  work  was  required  on  international 
recommendations  for  international  and  internal 
migration  statistics.  At  this  session  the  Commis¬ 
sion  adopted  recommendations  for  statistics  on 
international  migration.  The  Commission  also 
agreed  that  these  recommendations,  a  report  on 
a  study  of  national  practices  relating  to  internal 
migration  statistics,  and  a  report  on  improving 
statistics  on  the  outflow  of  trained  personnel 
from  developing  to  developed  countries  (“brain 
drain”)  should  be  issued  and  circulated  to 
member  states  and  others. 

Environmental  statistics. — At  its  last  session  the 
UN  Statistical  Commission  had  approved  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  work  on  environmental  statistics,  start¬ 
ing  with  an  inventory  of  the  requirements  for 
statistics  on  the  environment  and  a  survey  of 
their  availability,  and  proceeding  with  work  on 
guidelines  and  manuals,  the  reorientation  of 
existing  data,  and  finally  the  international  collec¬ 
tion  and  compilation  of  new  data.  The  program 
was  presented  to  the  United  Nations  Environ¬ 
ment  Program  (UNEP)  for  funding.  The  Com¬ 
mission  was  disappointed  to  learn  that  discus¬ 
sions  with  UNEP  had  not  yet  resulted  in  a  deci¬ 
sion  to  fund  a  basic  program  of  environment 
statistics.  The  Commission  expressed  its  regret 
that  this  funding  had  not  been  forthcoming  and 
urged  UNEP  to  consider  this  funding  favorably 
as  a  matter  of  urgency. 

Statistical  classifications. — During  the  fall  of 
1974  the  UN  Statistical  Office  convened  an  ex¬ 
pert  group  to  study  and  make  recommendations 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harmonization  of 
statistical  classifications.  The  group  made  several 
recommendations  for  the  short-term  harmoniza¬ 
tion  and  recommended  in  the  long-term  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  a  single  international  standard 
commodity  classification  for  transportable  goods 
with  associated  nontransportable  goods  and 
services  classifications.  The  Commission  ap- 
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proved  the  general  long-term  program  outlined 
in  the  Expert  Group’s  report  and  urged  the  UN 
Statistical  Office  to  increase  its  participation  in 
the  work  of  constructing  the  Harmonized  Com¬ 
modity  Description  and  Coding  System. 

The  Commission  also  had  before  it  another 
draft  of  the  International  Standard  Classifica¬ 
tion  of  All  Goods  and  Services  (ICGS).  Although 
the  Commission  did  not  feel  that  the  ICGS 
should  be  adopted  as  an  international  standard, 
they  agreed  that  it  was  a  useful  document  and 
should  be  issued  and  widely  distributed. 

Other  subjects. — As  a  result  of  action  taken  or 
decisions  reached  on  other  topics  on  the  agenda 
for  the  nineteenth  session,  further  progress  is 
envisaged  in  the  Commission’s  efforts  to  im¬ 
prove  the  adequacy  and  international  compara¬ 
bility  of  tbe  statistical  data  available  for  countries 
of  the  world  generally.  Among  other  subjects 
considered  were  draft  guidelines  for  a  system  of 
price  and  equity  statistics.  The  Commission  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  guidelines  be  revised  follow¬ 
ing  comments  made  at  the  session  and  published 
as  soon  as  possible  and  that  manuals  be  prepared 
on  specific  aspects  of  the  sources  and 
methodologies  of  gathering  and  compiling  statis¬ 
tics  of  prices  and  quantities. 

The  Commission  also  agreed  to  publish  a  re¬ 
port  on  the  feasibility  of  welfare-oriented  meas¬ 
ures  to  supplement  the  national  accounts  and 
balances. 

A  new  topic  of  agenda  for  the  session  was  the 
organization  of  national  statistical  services.  The 
Commission  discussed  the  many  issues  a  national 
statistical  office  faces  in  establishing  external  and 
internal  capabilities,  in  carrying  out  planning 
and  program  coordination  functions  and  in  set¬ 
ting  priorities.  Several  members  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  noted  that  there  had  been  a  severe  loss  of 
professional  staff  in  the  central  statistical  offices 
of  the  developing  countries.  The  Commission 
asked  the  Secretary  General  to  call  the  attention 
of  member  countries  to  tbe  disadvantages  of  this 
situation  and  to  urge  them  to  strengthen  their 
statistical  services  accordingly. 

The  draft  provisional  agenda  for  the  20th  ses¬ 
sion  of  the  Statistical  Commission  were  adopted. 
Items  on  the  agenda  for  this  session  include 
transport  statistics,  the  International  Compari¬ 
son  Project,  international  statistical  classifica¬ 
tions  and  training  of  statistical  personnel  in  de- 
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veloping  countries.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  much 
of  the  work  which  the  Commission  considers  is 
coordinated  through  the  UN  Statistical  Office  in 
New  York,  the  Commission  felt  that  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  hold  the  next  session  in  New 
York  where  members  would  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  discuss  with  the  Statistical  Office  staff 
problems  faced  in  various  countries.  Thus  the 
Commission  recommended  that  its  20th  session 
be  held  in  United  Nations  Headquarters  early  in 
1979. 

Conclusions 

Inasmuch  as  the  U.S.  representative  was  rap¬ 
porteur  for  the  Commission,  the  U.S.  delegation 
participated  closely  in  every  agenda  item  consid¬ 
ered  by  the  Commission.  Although  the  rappor¬ 
teur’s  role  is  difficult  and  time-consuming,  it  as¬ 
sured  that  the  United  States  was  fully  exposed  to 
all  facets  of  the  Commission’s  deliberations. 

The  Commission  expressed  its  warm  and  sin¬ 
cere  appreciation  to  the  Government  of  India 
for  its  hosting  of  the  1 9th  session,  for  its  superb 


handling  of  logistics  under  difficult  circum¬ 
stances,  and  for  the  constant  attentiveness  of  of¬ 
ficers  from  the  India  Central  Statistical  Organi¬ 
zation  to  the  every  need  of  Commission  mem¬ 
bers.  The  symbolic  import  of  convening  the 
Commission  in  India  was  underscored  by  the 
lengthy  and  detailed  discussions  of  technical  as¬ 
sistance  in  statistics  to  developing  countries,  by 
the  intellectual  leadership  displayed  by  delega¬ 
tions  from  the  developing  countries,  and  by  the 
fact  that  the  Commission’s  strongest  recommen¬ 
dation  dealt  with  national  household  survey  ca¬ 
pability  in  developing  countries. 

The  newly  adopted  work  program  for  the  UN 
Statistical  Office  is  an  improvement  over  recent 
years  since  it  provides  for  more  practical  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  work  of  interested  statistical  of¬ 
fices.  Work  in  the  area  of  classifications  will  be  of 
particular  importance  to  the  United  States,  and 
close  collaboration  with  the  United  Nations  will 
be  especially  important  in  this  area  during  the 
period  between  the  19th  and  20th  sessions  of  the 
Commission. 
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A  Plan  For  Collecting  Oil  and  Natural  Gas  Reserves  Data 

Report  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Interagency  Committee  on  the  Oil  and  Gas  Reserves  Survey 
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Editor’s  Note 

The  1978  Budget  includes  funding  for  an  oil  and  gas  re¬ 
serves  study  on  a  one-time  basis.  Other  recommendations  of 
the  Ad  Hoc  Interagency  Committee  on  the  Oil  and  Gas  Re¬ 
serves  Survey  are  currently  being  reviewed  by  the  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget. 

I.  The  Problem 

For  many  years,  the  Federal  Government  has 
used  the  annual  estimates  of  oil  and  natural  gas 
reserves  compiled  by  the  American  Petroleum 
Institute  (API)  and  the  American  Gas  Associa¬ 
tion  (AGA).  Reliance  on  such  industry  statistics 
has  been  criticized  by  the  Congress,  the  General 
Accounting  Office  (GAO),  and  members  of  the 
public  for  several  reasons: 

•  Industry,  it  is  claimed,  has  a  vested  interest  in 
producing  conservative  reserves  estimates, 
partly  to  heighten  the  public  perception  of  an 
energy  shortage; 

•  Industry’s  estimates  cannot  be  duplicated  or 
validated  due  to  the  methodology  used,  which 
is  based  on  give  and  take  in  a  subcommittee 
environment,  and  due  to  lack  of 
documentation — hence  their  accuracy  is  un¬ 
known;  and 

•  Published  estimates  do  not  provide  sufficient 
detail  for  use  by  the  Government. 

The  Federal  Energy  Administration  (FEA)  was 
required  to  do  a  “complete  and  independent” 
evaluation  of  U.S.  oil  and  gas  reserves  for  1974. 
Their  final  report,  published  in  October  1975, 
indicated  that  proved  reserves  estimates  pro¬ 
duced  by  API  and  AGA  were  in  close  agreement 
aational  level. 

FEA  Industry 

Oil  reserves  (billions  of 

barrels)  .  38.0  34.2  (API) 

Gas  reserves  (trillions  of 
cubic  feet) .  240.2  233.2  (AGA) 
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These  differences  do  not  appear  to  be  outside  of 
the  range  of  estimating  error  since  reserves  es¬ 
timating  is  not  an  exact  science — different  ex¬ 
perts  will  arrive  at  different  estimates  from  the 
same  basic  data  due  to  judgmental  factors  and 
the  use  of  different  but  generally  accepted 
methodology. 

While  the  overall  estimates  coincide  markedly, 
some  FEA  estimates  for  individual  oil  and  gas 
fields  differed  substantially  from  those  pub¬ 
lished  by  API  and  AGA.  In  connection  with  these 
differences,  and  the  possible  omission  of  28  qual¬ 
ifying  fields  (out  of  some  12-15,000  oil  and 
6,000  gas  fields),  some  members  of  Congress  and 
GAO  have  criticized  the  Administration’s  con¬ 
duct  of  this  survey,  citing  in  particular  problems 
with  the  verification  procedure  used  by  FEA.  “In 
addition,  the  Eederal  Trade  Commission  (FTC) 
staff  has  been  investigating  the  reporting  of  nat¬ 
ural  gas  reserves  with  particular  focus  on  south 
Louisiana.  FTC  staff  has  found  some  discrepan¬ 
cies  in  industry  association  and  internal  company 
estimates  and  discovered  deficiencies  within  the 
industry  association  reporting  system.” 

There  has  also  been  an  outcry  about  duplica¬ 
tion  in  reserves  questionnaires  required  by  sev¬ 
eral  Government  agencies.  In  addition,  to  (1)  the 
FEA  singletime  survey  and  (2)  the  FTC  investi¬ 
gation  mentioned  above,  there  are:  (3)  the  ongo¬ 
ing  Federal  Power  Commission  (FPC)  effort  on 
gas  reserves  contained  in  FPC  Form  15;  (4)  the 
new  FPC  Form  40  which  has  been  challenged  in 
court  with,  as  yet,  an  undetermined  outcome;  (5) 
the  U.S.  Geological  Survey  Conservation  Divi¬ 
sion’s  data  gathering  for  reserves  of  Federal 
lands  including  the  outer  continental  shelf  used 
for  monitoring  Federal  leasing  activities;  and  (6) 
Securities  and  Exchange  Commission’s  require¬ 
ment  of  registered  companies  to  report  material 
reserve  assets  in  registration  statements  and  an¬ 
nual  10-K  reports.  This  area  has  been  often  cited 
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by  GAO  and  industry  as  an  outstanding  example 
of  duplication  of  respondent  effort  and  lack  of 
agency  coordination. 

Many  commentators  have  also  complained 
that  the  definitions  of  reserves  differ  between 
those  Government  requirements.  Publication  of 
reserve  estimates  based  on  different  definitions 
or  referring  to  different  categories  of  reserves 
has  caused  additional  public  confusion. 

II.  Initial  Interagency  Activity 

It  was  against  this  background  that  the  Federal 
Energy  Administration  and  the  Office  of  Man¬ 
agement  and  Budget  (OMB)  originally  decided 
to  bring  the  affected  agencies  together,  with 
public  input,  to  determine  whether  a  coordi¬ 
nated  Federal  reserves  estimation  program 
could  be  devised.  The  Ad  Hoc  Interagency 
Committee  on  the  Oil  and  Gas  Reserves  Survey 
was  established  under  the  chairmanship  of  the 
Statistical  Policy  Division,  OMB.  Represented  on 
that  Committee  are  the  Federal  Power  Commis¬ 
sion,  Federal  Energy  Administration,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  the  Interior  (Bureau  of  Mines  and  U.S. 
Geological  Survey),  Energy  Research  and  De¬ 
velopment  Administration,  and  Securities  and 
Exchange  Commission,  with  Federal  Trade 
Commission  and  General  Accounting  Office  as 


observers.  (See  below  for  a  list  of  Committee 
members.)  This  Committee  has  met  many  times 
over  the  last  6  months.  Two  public  hearings  have 
been  held,  one  chaired  by  FEA  (May  27,  1976) 
and  one  chaired  by  OMB  under  the  Federal  Re¬ 
ports  Act  (July  22,  1976). 

The  first  item  which  the  Committee  addressed 
was  the  agencies’  need  for  reserves  data.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  catalog  illustrates  the  wide  variety  of  uses 
for  these  data  by  various  agencies:  satisfying 
congressional  mandates;  analysis  of  changes  in 
and  availability  of  supply;  providing  a  linkage 
with  historical  industry  data  and  as  a  means  to 
evaluate  those  data;  evaluation  of  incremental 
production  from  enhanced  recovery  process; 
development  of  predictive  models;  evaluation  of 
the  potential  impact  of  higher  gas  rates  on  dedi¬ 
cations  to  interstate  markets;  establishment  of 
rates  for  interstate  gas;  assistance  to  investors  in 
their  evaluation  of  individual  companies;  as  a 
means  to  examine  ownership  and  competition  in 
industry;  negotiation  of  leases  on  Federal  lands; 
maximum  efficiency  rate  of  production  calcula¬ 
tions;  and  projections  of  further  supplies  and 
undiscovered  resources. 

It  was  clear  from  the  outset  in  these  inter¬ 
agency  discussions  that  reserves  data  were 
needed  in  more  detail  than  is  published  by  API 
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and  AGA,  and  that  they  were  needed  on  an  an¬ 
nual  basis.  The  detail  that  is  needed,  for  in¬ 
stance,  to  indicate  the  causes  of  additions  to  and 
subtractions  from  reserves,  would  help  the  Gov¬ 
ernment  evaluate  the  effectiveness  or  enhanced 
recovery  technology  programs  and  the  impact  of 
various  incentives  to  increase  exploration,  and  to 
determine  leasing  policy  on  Federal  lands.  An¬ 
nual  data  are  required  because  changes  may  be 
substantial  from  year  to  year  due  to  additional 
exploration  or  revisions  in  estimates  on  known 
fields.  In  fact,  one  Committee  member  has  ar¬ 
gued  for  more  frequent  updates  concerning  sig¬ 
nificant  changes  in  the  estimates  previously  re¬ 
ported. 

III.  Public  Meetings 

At  this  stage  in  the  Committee’s  deliberations, 
the  OMB  public  meeting  was  beld  at  which  some 
34  members  of  the  public  attended  with  repre¬ 
sentation  from  industry,  public  interest  groups, 
academia,  and  private  experts.  Several  themes 
were  mentioned  by  the  participants. 

•  There  should  be  one  single  agency  responsible 
for  all  Federal  reserves  data  collection,  provid¬ 
ing  the  data  to  other  agencies  which  need  it. 
To  assure  the  greatest  degree  of  credibility  of 
the  statements,  this  agency  should  not  also  be 
charged  with  developing  energy  policy. 

•  While  it  is  difficult  to  collect  reserves  esti¬ 
mates,  the  approach  which  will  yield  the  most 
accurate  results  is  to  survey  operators  of  wells 
rather  than  owners,  since  owners  do  not  have 
the  basic  data  in  many  cases;  however,  some 
important  uses  of  the  data,  for  example,  for 
evaluating  competition,  gas  pipeline  dedica¬ 
tions,  and  investment  counseling  require  own¬ 
ership  data. 

•  The  definition  of  proved  reserves  should  be 
standardized  and  agree  generally  with  those 
previously  used  by  API  and  AGA  to  maintain 
historical  continuity  insofar  as  possible. 

•  To  be  credible  the  data  should  be  audited  on  a 
sample  basis  with  petroleum  engineers  and 
geologists  having  access  to  basic  drilling,  test¬ 
ing,  geologic,  and  production  data  needed  to 
perform  the  validation. 

•  Some  data,  for  instance  reserves  on  fields  with 
adjacent  land  which  has  not  yet  been  leased, 
should  not  be  revealed  to  the  public.  Re¬ 
spondents  should  indicate  if  this  is  the  case 


and  request  confidential  treatment  of  such 
data;  however,  all  data  should  be  shared 
within  the  Government  for  the  sake  of  effi¬ 
ciency. 

•  It  is  not  possible  to  collect  reserves  data  based 
on  hypothetical  scenarios  such  as  different  as¬ 
sumptions  about  future  prices  or  technology. 
Estimating  proved  reserves  under  current  con¬ 
ditions  is  difficult  enough;  and,  in  any  case, 
there  would  not  be  a  great  change  in  proved 
reserve  estimates  even  at  significantly  higher 
prices. 

•  An  extensive  description  of  the  proposed 
methodology  to  be  used  in  conducting  the 
survey  should  be  published  so  the  public  could 
submit  comments  and  recommend  improve¬ 
ments  for  future  surveys. 

•  Reserves  estimates  are  not  expected  to  be  pre¬ 
cisely  correct,  but  such  a  survey  would  provide 
estimates  with  accuracy  sufficient  for  develop¬ 
ing  national  energy  policy. 

•  The  official  API  and  AGA  representatives  in¬ 
dicated  that  those  associations  would  plan  to 
discontinue  their  reserves  estimating  program 
if  the  Government  started  one  of  its  own 
which  provided  at  least  the  same  detail  and 
frequency  of  data  as  the  industry  association 
series,  allowing  for  a  two  or  three  year  overlap 
period  to  check  the  consistency  with  historical 
series. 

Many  of  these  same  points  had  been  made  at 
the  earlier  FEA  hearing,  although  not  in  such 
detail. 

IV.  Toward  a  Coordinated  Federal 
Program 

A.  Goals. — Armed  with  the  information  gained 
by  previous  interagency  discussions  and  two  pub¬ 
lic  meetings,  the  Committee  set  out  to  develop  an 
overall  strategy  for  reserves  data  collection.  The 
goals  of  the  Committee  were: 

•  To  devise  one  overall  Federal  data  collection 
effort  which  would  serve  all  agency  and  con¬ 
gressional  needs  for  proved  reserves  esti¬ 
mates; 

•  To  provide  for  high  quality  credible  data 
through  sufficient  audit  and  documentation 
procedures  acceptable  to  Congress  and  to  the 
general  public;  and 
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•  To  use  available  agency  resources  wherever 

possible  in  order  to  conserve  the  taxpayer’s 

funds. 

B.  Problems  involved  in  achieving  the  goals. — 
There  are  two  major  problems  in  achieving  these 
goals;  (1)  the  needs  of  some  agencies  for  data 
based  on  an  ownership  concept  rather  than  on 
the  operator  basis,  and  (2)  the  preference  of 
some  agencies  for  data  at  the  reservoir  level  of 
detail  rather  than  the  more  aggregated  field 
level  data.  These  are  discussed  in  turn. 

1.  The  major  problem  is  really  with  the  need  of 
the  FPC  and  FTC  (and  to  some  extent  the  Securi¬ 
ties  and  Exchange  Commission  (SEC),  Justice 
Department,  and  Congress)  for  data  reported  on 
ajt  ownership  basis.  In  support  of  ownership 
data  on  the  other  hand,  such  data  are  important 
for  the  agencies  in  determining  the  competitive 
nature  of  the  oil  and  gas  industry,  evaluating 
proposed  acquisitions  and  mergers,  granting  in¬ 
terstate  gas  pipeline  applications,  and  determin¬ 
ing  regulated  prices.  The  FPC  has  authority  to 
collect  data  only  from  owners,  not  from 
operators,  and  is  set  up  to  use  such  data  in  their 
regulatory  and  analytical  programs.  The  FTC  is 
concerned  mainly  with  the  competitive  aspects  of 
the  industry.  While  owners  do  not  always  possess 
this  information  unless  they  also  operate  the 
leases,  and  must  get  it  by  polling  all  those  who 
operate  their  leases,  they  seem  to  be  willing  to 
report  to  the  FPC  when  it  is  required  for  the 
purposes  of  selling  gas  in  interstate  markets. 

On  the  other  hand,  operator  data  are  more 
useful  for  developing  national,  regional,  and 
state  totals  needed  by  resource  economists  and 
macroeconomic  policymakers,  and  ownership  of 
the  reserves  is  not  a  critical  issue  in  this  regard. 
In  addition,  as  noted  above,  the  operators  of  the 
wells  have  the  test,  geologic  and  production  data 
which  are  required  for  making  reserves  esti¬ 
mates.  Initial  reports  and  subsequent  audits  of 
those  reports  are  facilitated  by  contacting  the 
operators.  Finally,  each  well  has  only  one 
operator  so  that  it  is  possible  to  assure  that  the 
estimates  do  not  involve  double  counting  or  data 
gaps. 

This  one  issue  dominated  the  Committee’s  de¬ 
liberations.  It  considered  the  possibility  of  col¬ 
lecting  reserves  data  from  owners,  but  the  bulk 
of  the  testimony  argued  for  an  operator  survey. 
It  considered  whether  to  ask  the  operators  who 


the  owners  were.  This  latter  proposal  foundered 
on  the  simple  point  that  operators  frequently  do 
not  know  who  the  owners  really  are.  They  know 
the  working  interest  owners  but  those  owners 
may  have  sold  fractions  of  the  rights  to  third  par¬ 
ties,  and  it  is  a  massive  job  to  collect  ownership 
data  through  operator  surveys.  Surveys  of  work¬ 
ing  interest  owners  would  be  a  much  greater  un¬ 
dertaking  and  would  be  a  very  inefficient  way  to 
gather  reserves  data.  Several  other  schemes  were 
considered  but  abandoned  after  discussion. 

There  appears  to  be  no  way  out  of  this  basic 
dilemma  given  the  need  of  FPC  and  FTC  for 
data  on  ownership  of  reserves.  It  would  be  im¬ 
possible  to  justify  taking  an  ownership  survey  in 
lieu  of  an  operator  survey  to  satisfy  the  FPC 
needs  for  several  reasons.  FPC  needs  annual 
data,  it  requires  information  principally  on  natu¬ 
ral  gas  (some  6,000  fields)  and  not  on  all  oil 
(12,000-15,000  fields).  Also,  FPC  currently  cov¬ 
ers  only  gas  dedicated  to  interstate  pipelines — 
although  (a)  Form  40  would  require  data  on  in¬ 
trastate  gas  affiliated  with  interstate  companies, 
and  (b)  several  deregulation  bills  in  the  recent 
session  of  Congress  would  have  given  the  FPC 
authority  over  all  natural  gas.  Thus,  it  would  be 
unreasonable  to  turn  the  overall  survey  into  an 
ownership-based  survey. 

For  these  reasons,  the  Committee  reluctantly  con¬ 
cluded  that  it  is  not  possible  to  include  the  FPC  in  any 
current  proposal  for  an  integrated  Federal  effort  to 
collect  reserves  data.  FPC  should  be  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue  its  independent  efforts,  with  the  caveat 
that  the  definitions  of  reserves  should  be  stand¬ 
ardized  for  all  such  data  collection.  FTC’s  data 
needs  are  not  as  extensive  in  coverage  or  as  fre¬ 
quently  required  as  FPC’s,  since  FTC  is  mainly 
interested  in  the  ownership  of  reserves  by  some 
60-70  companies,  and  some  may  be  found  to 
satisfy  the  needs  of  FTC  in  any  operator  survey. 

2.  The  FPC  and  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey 
(USGS)  presently  collect  data  on  a  reservoir 
basis.  (Each  field  is  composed  of  reservoirs — 
some  small  fields  contain  only  one  reservoir  and 
some  fields  contain  over  100  reservoirs;  there 
are  on  average  about  5  reservoirs  per  field  in  the 
United  States.)  Those  who  want  reservoir  data 
assert  that  of>erators  (or  owners)  must  first  esti¬ 
mate  the  reserves  in  each  reservoir  and  then  add 
reservoirs  to  get  field  totals,  so  reporting  reser¬ 
voir  data  is  not  too  difficult,  at  least  after  the  first 
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round  of  data  collection.  In  addition,  it  can  be 
argued  that  collecting  reservoir  data  would 
facilitate  an  efficient  audit  program  designed  to 
verify  national,  regional,  or  state  totals,  and  that, 
in  any  case,  verification  of  a  field-by-field  basis 
would  require  audits  of  all  or  many  of  the  reser¬ 
voirs  in  the  selected  fields.  Hence,  the  FPC  and 
uses  find  reservoir  data  useful. 

There  are  problems,  however,  with  reporting, 
collecting,  and  tabulating  reservoir  data.  The 
magnitude  of  the  reservoirs  in  the  country 
(about  100,000)  as  opposed  to  the  number  of 
fields  (about  20,000)  makes  the  reporting  bur¬ 
den  greater  on  the  reservoir  basis.  Mere  tabula¬ 
tion  of  these  data  at  the  Federal  level  would  be  a 
massive  task.  FEA  made  about  14,000  telephone 
calls  in  their  1974  survey  which  was  conducted 
on  a  field  basis,  and  estimates  that  perhaps 
100,000  calls  would  be  necessary  to  identify  the 
reservoirs  uniquely  and  to  clear  up  year-to-year 
changes  in  the  field  designation  for  them.  While 
reservoir  data  might  produce  more  accurate 
data,  the  cost  to  the  Government  and  the  time 
necessary  to  process  the  data  for  oil  as  well  as  gas 
would  not  be  justified  by  any  increased  accuracy 
which  may  not  be  needed  in  any  case.  Some 
Committee  members  doubted  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  needs  individual  reservoir  data  to  derive 
meaningful  audited  aggregate  totals. 

If  FPC  and  USGS  need  data  on  a  reservoir 
basis,  there  is  little  need  to  force  all  respondents 
to  provide  such  detail  or  to  require  any  agency  to 
tabulate  such  detailed  data  for  all  respondents. 

In  contrast  to  the  FPC’s  situation,  USGS  re¬ 
quires  data  on  an  operator  basis,  similar  to  that 
required  by  most  other  agencies.  Hence,  it  would 
be  possible  to  conduct  a  coordinated  operator 
survey  with  a  two-part  form  requiring  operators 
of  leases  on  Federal  lands  to  report  by  reservoir 
for  USGS  purposes  and  other  operators  to  re¬ 
port  their  data  by  fields  for  the  purpose  of  pre¬ 
paring  overall  estimates.  No  such  coordination 
can  be  accomplished  with  FPC,  given  their  need 
for  nationwide  ownership  data. 

V.  The  Plan 

The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  on  the  Oil  and  Gas  Re¬ 
serves  Survey  has  concluded  that  the  plan  sum¬ 
marized  below  is  a  sound  approach  for  a  Federal 
program  to  collect  reserves  data.  The  Committee 
realizes  that  the  plan  does  not  fully  accomplish 
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the  goal  to  devise  one  overall  Federal  survey  ef¬ 
fort  to  satisfy  all  agency  needs  or  to  eliminate  all 
duplication,  and  that  the  FPC  surveys  will  have 
to  continue.  Implementation  of  the  plan  would 

( 1 )  produce  credible  estimates  of  this  Nation’s  oil 
and  gas  reserves  on  an  annual  basis  serving  all 
agencies  save  those  which  need  ownership  data, 

(2)  eliminate  a  significant  amount  of  duplication 
and  reduce  reporting  burden,  (3)  use  available 
agency  resources  where  possible,  and  (4)  stand¬ 
ardize  the  definitions  used,  even  for  FPC  data 
collection.  The  plan  which  the  Committee  rec¬ 
ommends  be  adopted  is  the  following: 

1.  FEA  would  devise  a  standard  form  which  it 
would  use  to  collect  all  oil  and  gas  reserves  data  annu¬ 
ally  from  operators  on  a  field  basis. — It  would  con¬ 
tain  a  separate  part  on  a  reservoir  basis  for  leases 
on  Federal  lands  for  use  by  USGS.  In  addition  to 
needed  identification  data,  the  survey  question¬ 
naire  would  request  oil  and  gas  production  and 
productive  capacity  information.  Estimates  of 
proved  reserves  of  oil  and  gas  at  year-end  plus 
changes  in  reserves  during  the  previous  year 
would  be  required.  Estimates  of  proved  reserves 
of  oil  and  gas  a  year-end  plus  changes  in  reserves 
during  the  previous  year  would  be  required.  Es¬ 
timates  of  proved  reserves  that  are  not  being 
produced  and  estimates  of  indicated  secondary 
and  tertiary  reserves  would  be  submitted.  For 
Federal  leases,  operators  would  also  report  re¬ 
servoir  data. 

2.  These  data  would  be  tabulated  by  FEA  for  all 
except  Federal  leases  which  USGS  would  tabu¬ 
late.  The  two  sets  would  then  be  merged  by  FEA. 

3.  Selected  fields  would  be  audited  on  a  rotating 
basis  using  FEA  staff  and  private  contractors  for 
reserves  in  fields  on  shore  and  in  state  waters, 
and  using  USGS  staff  for  fields  in  the  Federal 
outer  continental  shelf.  It  is  recommended  that 
all  major  fields  would  be  audited  once  each  3 
years  and  that  a  sample  of  smaller  fields  would 
be  selected  for  auditing  each  year. 

4.  Data  collected  by  this  effort  would  be  made 
available  to  other  agencies. — Confidentiality  would 
be  maintained  by  restricting  access  to  Federal 
agencies  only  consistent  with  present  law. 

5.  Two  classes  of  proved  reserves  would  be  reported 
to  increase  the  usefulness  of  reserve  estimates. 
The  first  class  would  be  defined  the  same  as  by 
API  and  AGA  in  order  to  permit  a  continuation 
of  the  industry  associations’  series  that  began  in 
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1946.  The  second  class  of  proved  reserves  would 
be  broader  and  include  estimates  based  upon  in¬ 
direct  measurements.  FPC  and  SEC  would  adopt 
one  or  both  of  these  standard  definitions. 

6.  uses  would  eliminate  duplicate  reserves  report¬ 
ing  from  their  maximum  efficiency  rate  of  pro¬ 
duction  forms. 

7.  There  would  be  an  interagency  committee  estab¬ 
lished  under  the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Inter¬ 
agency  Council  on  Energy  Information  to 
monitor  this  process  and  to  design  changes  as  the 
Government  gains  experience  with  this  new  pro¬ 
gram.  This  Committee  would  continue  to  review 
the  possibilities  for  incorporating  into  this  one 
survey  effort  the  requirements  of  other  agencies 
for  reserves  data. 

8.  FPC’s  data  collection  would  continue  as 
planned,  unless  and  until  the  proposed  inter¬ 
agency  committee  devises  a  way,  unknown  to  a 
majority  of  the  Ad  Hoc  Committee,  for  accom¬ 
modating  FPC’s  needs  with  an  operator  survey. 
Similarly,  FTC  would  continue  its  ownership- 
based  surveys. 

VI.  Discussion  of  the  Plan 

1 .  FEA  has  been  selected  to  conduct  the  survey 
simply  because  that  agency  has  the  broadest 
mandate.  The  only  other  choices  would  be  the 
Bureau  of  Mines  or  USGS;  however,  neither 
could  require  mandatory  reporting  for  the  en¬ 
tire  scope  of  this  study  under  present  law.  An¬ 
nual  collection  is  required  mainly  to  satisfy 
agency  needs  and  partly  to  satisfy  the  data  gap 
once  API  and  AGA  discontinue  their  efforts. 
The  weight  of  the  information  available  to  the 
Committee  indicated  that  operator  data  are  both 
easier  to  collect  and  more  accurate  than  owner¬ 
ship  data.  Data  at  the  field  level  are  all  that  is 
required  to  estimate  the  totals,  and  would  save 
reporting  burden  and  Government  expense  over 
the  reservoir  level  of  detail.  Provision  is  made  for 
USGS  needs. 

2.  Tabulation  of  reported  data  would  be  di¬ 
vided  between  FEA  and  USGS,  utilizing  existing 
agency  resources.  Since  the  form  and  proce¬ 
dures  for  tabulation  would  be  standardized, 
merging  of  the  data  would  be  difficult. 

3.  Validation  is  absolutely  essential.  No  one 
has  claimed  that  all  fields,  or  even  all  reservoirs 
in  selected  fields,  must  be  validated  every  year.  A 
3-year  cycle  on  large  fields  has  been  recom¬ 


mended,  but  it  could  be  4  or  5  depending  on  the 
available  resources.  USGS  already  has  plans  to 
validate  about  70  offshore  fields  annually  and 
FEA  would  add  about  25  onshore  fields  annu¬ 
ally. 

4.  Needs  of  FEA,  Bureau  of  Mines,  USGS 
(Geologic  Division),  Energy  Research  and  De¬ 
velopment  Administration,  Congress,  and  the 
public  for  overall  totals  and  detailed  data  would 
be  satisfied.  At  present,  these  uses  must  rely  on 
the  published  AGA-API  “Blue  Book”  data.  In 
addition,  some  FPC  needs  for  overall  gas 
reserves — including  intrastate  gas — would 
thereby  be  satisfied.  The  confidentiality  state¬ 
ment  is  appropriate  under  existing  law  and  ag¬ 
rees  substantially  with  the  views  expressed  at  the 
public  meetings. 

5.  The  use  of  standard  definitions  of  reserves 
is  long  past  due.  There  have  been  discussions  on 
this  subject  for  some  15  years,  and  this  plan 
would  accomplish  that  goal.  There  has  been 
much  confusion  in  the  media,  public  and  legisla¬ 
ture  because  of  the  use  of  different  definitions  of 
reserves  by  Government,  industry  and  others.  It 
is  proposed  that  proved  reserves  definition  in¬ 
clude  two  classes.  The  first  class  would  be  the 
same  as  that  used  by  API  and  AGA.  The  second 
class  would  be  broader  and  include  reserve  esti¬ 
mates  based  upon  indirect  measurements  such  as 
interpretations  of  electric  log  surveys  and  core 
analyses.  Adoption  of  the  standard  by  FPC  and 
SEC  would  ease  the  reporting  burden  created  by 
“near  duplication”  which  is  a  major  cause  of  re¬ 
spondent  complaint.  Use  of  the  same  definitions 
will  ameliorate  the  problems  of  comparing  the 
FEA-USGS  data  with  that  produced  by  FPC,  but 
will  not  eliminate  all  differences  because  of  the 
difference  in  scope.  There  is  no  data  comparabil¬ 
ity  problem  with  the  SEC  since  SEC  does  not 
tabulate  any  aggregate  data. 

6.  There  would  continue  to  be  some  unavoida¬ 
ble  duplication  of  repetitive  reporting  which  is 
based  on  the  special  needs  of  FPC  and  SEC.  The 
FTC  would  continue  to  take  surveys  in  this  area 
in  the  future  in  the  study  of  the  competitive 
structure  of  the  industry  or  to  examine  the  legal¬ 
ity  of  the  proposed  acquisition  or  merger. 

7.  The  interagency  committee  would  be 
charged  with  monitoring  and  coordinating  the 
process,  assuring  that  the  definitions  are  kept 
up-to-date  (but  not  changed  radically  from 
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year-to-year)  and  designing  changes  in  the  data 
collection  and  validation  program  where  neces¬ 
sary.  The  industry  does  change  over  time  as  new 
technology  is  developed,  and  new  policy  ques¬ 
tions  are  raised  which  this  survey  could  answer 
with  simple  redesign.  This  new  committee  could 
hold  public  meetings  on  occasions  to  get  feed¬ 


back  from  non-federal  users  of  the  data.  One 
important  mission  of  the  committee  would  be  to 
continue  to  explore  possibilities  for  further  con¬ 
solidation  of  Federal  reserves  data  requests. 
Another  would  be  to  review  from  time  to  time 
the  appropriateness  of  the  confidentiality  status 
of  the  collected  data. 
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Uses  and  Users 

The  major  price  statistics  programs  of  the  U.S. 
Government  are  designed  to  provide  a  com¬ 
prehensive  body  of  information  on  price  struc¬ 
tures  for  use  in  analyzing  and  evaluating  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  economic  health,  in  the  formulation  and 
evaluation  of  public  policy,  and  in  the  implemen¬ 
tation  of  public  laws.  Price  statistics  are  also  used 
to  form  the  basis  for  the  escalation  of  wages,  in¬ 
comes,  and  other  costs  and  are  used  to  deflate 
current  costs  and  values  to  constant-dollar  terms. 
The  data  form  the  basis  for  analysis  of  change 
from  time  to  time,  in  some  cases  from  place  to 
place,  item  to  item,  or  from  industry  to  industry. 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  statistics 
on  prices  paid  by  consumers  and  on  family 
budgets  are  used  in  conjunction  with  other  data 
to  provide  a  comprehensive  system  of  data  per¬ 
taining  to  labor  markets,  those  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  on  prices  paid  and  prices 
received  by  farmers  are  used  in  determining  par¬ 
ity  price  supports. 

Retirement  annuities  of  Federal  civilian  and 
military  employees  and  of  social  security  recip¬ 
ients,  and  compensation  payments  to  the  families 
of  Federal  employees  who  are  disabled  or  killed 
while  working  are  escalated  by  changes  in  the 
Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI).  Federal  support 
for  other  programs,  such  as  the  school  lunch 
program,  the  nutrition  program  for  the  elderly, 
and  the  Food  Stamp  program  are  also  adjusted 
on  the  basis  of  CPI  changes.  Moreover,  the  offi¬ 
cial  poverty  statistics  are  driven  by  changes  in  the 
CPI.  The  BLS  Wholesale  Price  Index  (WPI)  pro¬ 
vides  information  on  price  changes  in  primary 


markets  and  additionally  is  used  as  a  precursor 
of  changes  in  the  CPI.'  Further,  the  WPI  is  used 
in  establishing  parity  for  sugar  prices.  Data  from 
the  International  Price  Competitiveness  (IPI) 
program  are  used  in  international  negotiations, 
in  analyzing  the  effect  of  import  and  export 
price  changes  on  the  U.S.  economic  situation, 
and  in  the  assessment  of  the  effects  of  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  policy  decisions  on  balance  of  payments 
and  trade. 

The  CPI  and  WPI  are,  as  previously  noted, 
specifically  referenced  in  one  or  more  Federal 
statutes.  The  WPI’s  legal  requirement  dates  back 
to  1891  when,  according  to  the  BLS  Handbook  of 
Methods  (Bulletin  1711),  a  U.S.  Senate  resolution 
“authorized  the  Senate  Committees  on  Finance 
to  investigate  the  effects  of  the  tariff  laws  upon 
the  imports  and  exports,  the  growth,  develop¬ 
ment,  production,  and  prices  of  manufactured 
articles  at  home  and  abroad.”  The  BLS  Family 
Budget  program  is  required  by  statute  (29 
U.S.C.  882)  which  provides  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  “comprehensive  household 
budget  data  at  different  levels  of  living  ...  in 
regions  and  localities,  both  urban  and  rural.” 
Other  programs,  such  as  the  BLS  International 
Price  Indexes  (IPI)  and  Tuesday  Spot  Market 


'  Federal  civilian  and  military  pension  adjustments  on 
the  basis  of  CPI  changes  are  required  by  5  U.S.C.  8240,  10 
U.S.C.  1401,  22  U.S.C.  1121,  and  50  U.S.C.  402.  Social 
Security  and  Railroad  Retirement  payments  escalation  on 
the  basis  of  CPI  changes  are  required  by  42  U.S.C.  415  and 
45  U.S.C.  231.  Other  statutes  mandating  changes  in  Fed¬ 
eral  programs  based  on  CPI  include:  42U.S.C.  3045,  and  7 
U.S.C.  2016.  The  WPI's  use  in  establishing  sugar  price  par¬ 
ity  is  required  by  7  U.S.C.  1111. 
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Editor’s  Note 

In  previous  issues  of  Statistical  Reporter  there  have 
been  several  discussions  of  the  planning  prtKess  as- 
stKiated  with  preparing  A  Framework  for  Planning 
U.S.  Federal  Statistics,  1978-1989.  The  text  of  the 
Framework  is  in  the  process  of  being  prepared  and 
reviewed  by  the  Federal  statistical  agencies.  A  re¬ 
vised  draft  will  be  the  subject  of  public  review  and 
comment  during  1977.  Since  this  material  is  pre¬ 
sented  in  preliminary  form,  it  should  not  be  viewed 
as  representing  decisions  concerning  policy  matters. 

Selected  drafts  of  various  sections  of  the 
Framework  w  ill  appear  in  Statistical  Reporter  during 
the  coming  months.  While  preliminary  in  nature, 
these  drafts  will  be  published  in  order  to  facilitate 
wide  review  of  the  materials.  The  chapter  on  Price 
Statistics,  which  is  a  functional  area  chapter 
of  Section  111  of  the  Framework,  is  published  in 
this  issue.  The  following  chapters  have  ap¬ 
peared  in  previous  issues:  Criminal  Justice  Statis¬ 
tics  (February  1977);  Confidentiality  of  Statistical 
and  Research  Data  (January  1977);  User  Access — 
Data  Banks  (December  1976);  Federal-State  Co¬ 
operative  Systems  of  Data  Collection  (November 
1976);  Long-Term  Economic  Growth  Models  (Oc¬ 
tober  1976);  Section  1 — The  Nature  of  the  Plan  (Sep¬ 
tember  1976).  For  a  full  outline  of  the  overall 
Framework,  see  pages  207-209  of  Statistical  Reporter 
for  May  1976. 

For  background  statements  on  the  planning  proc¬ 
ess,  see  Joseph  W.  Ducan,  “Developing  Better 
Long-Range  Plans  for  Federal  Statistics,"  Statistical 
Reporter,  No.  75-4,  October  1974;  Robert  W. 
Raynsford,  “The  Interagency  Statistical  Planning 
Effort,  1975,”  Statistical  Reporter,  No.  76-3,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1975;  Paul  O’Neill,  “OMB’s  Role  in  Planning 
and  Coordination  of  Federal  Statistics,”  Statistical 
Reporter,  No.  76-11,  May  1976. 

Comments  on  these  materials  should  be  sent  to  the 
Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget,  726  Jackson  Place,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C. 20503. 


Index  programs,  and  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
price  index  of  new  one-family  houses  sold  were 
originated  in  response  to  the  perceived  needs  or 
specific  requests  of  policymakers  and  analysts 
for  the  data.  An  example  of  such  request  is  that 
which  was  made  by  the  Department  of  the 
Treasury  which  resulted  in  the  issuance,  in 
January  1934,  of  a  daily  commodity  price 
index — the  precursor  of  the  spot  market  price 
index. 

The  statistics  on  prices  paid  by  consumers  and 
those  on  wholesale  prices  including  the  industry 
sector  prices  and  stage  of  processing  indexes  are 
regularly  used  by  the  Joint  Economic  Committee 


of  the  Congress  and  by  the  Labor,  Education, 
and  Public  Works  Committees  of  both  the  House 
and  the  Senate  as  well  as  other  standing  and  spe¬ 
cial  committees.  Virtually  every  Federal  execu¬ 
tive  branch  agency  uses  these  data  in  preparing 
forecasts  of  economic  events,  in  their  analysis  of 
program  impact  and  the  process  of  analyzing 
proposed  legislation.  In  addition,  the  data  from 
the  BLS  series  and  the  Census  Bureau’s  one  fam¬ 
ily  house  price  series  are  used  by  the  Bureau  of 
Economic  Analysis  in  its  work  on  the  National 
Accounts.  The  CPI  and  WPI  data  are  specifically 
used  in  deflating  the  accounts.  In  addition,  the 
Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Stability  uses  all  of 
the  series,  but  particularly  the  detailed  data  on 
industry  sector  prices  (ISPI  from  WPI  program) 
and  the  CPI  in  analyzing  specific  price  move¬ 
ments  and  their  anticipated  effect  on  the  econ¬ 
omy.  The  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  utilizes  the  Census’  new  house 
price  data  in  conjunction  with  other  data  princi¬ 
pally  drawn  from  the  private  sector  in  assessing 
its  impact  on  the  housing  market  and  in  for¬ 
mulating  and  implementing  program  policy. 

A  new  research  and  development  project  for 
preparing  constant-dollar  estimates  of  national 
defense  purchases  is  now  being  conducted  by  the 
Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  (BEA).  This  proj¬ 
ect,  undertaken  on  a  reimbursable  basis  for  the 
Department  of  Defense  (DOD),  is  based  on  a 
sample  of  DOD’s  records  of  purchases  of  goods 
and  services  and  from  data  collected  directly  by 
BEA  from  DOD  contractors.  The  data  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  used  for  a  number  of  purposes  in¬ 
cluding  the  construction  of  the  GNP  accounts. 

The  CPI  is  used  by  the  public  and  the  private 
sector  in  wage  and  salary  negotiation,  adminis¬ 
tration,  and  escalation.  The  WPI  and  CPI  are 
used  in  commercial  negotiations,  and  in  for¬ 
mulating  business  strategy.  Academics  use  the 
data  in  their  analysis  of  the  functioning  of  the 
economy  and  the  interrelationship  of  its  compo¬ 
nents.  State  and  local  governments  use  the  data 
in  much  the  same  way  as  does  the  private  sector. 

The  discussion  which  follows  pertains  only  to 
the  program  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics. 
Their  price  statistics  are  the  principal,  directly 
collected  price  data  used  for  most  of  the  pur¬ 
poses  previously  noted  and  are  principal  inputs 
to  the  construction  of  the  implicit  price  deflators 
of  the  Cross  National  Product.  The  CNP  de- 
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flator,  as  previously  noted,  and  other  price 
measures  are  discussed  in  the  chapters  on  con¬ 
struction  statistics,  agricultural  statistics,  na¬ 
tional  economic  accounts  and  business  financial 
statistics.  It  should  be  recognized  that  wages, 
salaries,  and  compensation  are  special  forms  of 
prices.  These  data,  however,  are  discussed  in  the 
section  on  labor  statistics. 

Advisory  Groups 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  advisory 
groups  are  discussed  in  the  chapter  on  labor 
statistics.  A  special  review  of  the  Government’s 
price  statistics  program  was  undertaken  in  1961 
by  the  National  Bureau  of  Economic  Research 
under  contract  with  the  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget  (OMB)  (then  the  Bureau  of  the 
Budget).  That  review  resulted  in  a  report  on 
“The  Price  Statistics  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment,”  known  as  the  Stigler  Committee  report, 
which  was  reproduced  as  part  of  U.S.  Congress, 
Joint  Economic  Committee,  Government  Price 
Statistics,  Hearings.  .  .  .  January  24,  1961.  The 
report  described  the  programs  as  they  existed 
and  made  a  number  of  recommendations  for 
change — some  of  which,  such  as  expanding  the 
CPI  to  cover  the  entire  urban  population  and 
moving  from  import-export  trade  unit  value  in¬ 
dexes  to  specification  pricing  are  only  now  being 
implemented.  Some  of  the  recommendations, 
such  as  the  one  to  obtain  WPI  data  from  buyers 
not  sellers  so  as  to  obtain  actual  transactions 
prices  may  have  been  overtaken  by  new  technical 
approaches  (subsequently  discussed),  while 
others  are  now  under  active  consideration.  Still 
other  recommendations,  such  as  the  one  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  broadly  based  index  of  transportation 
rates  have  been  accepted  in  principle  and  work 
has  progressed  on  their  implementation  but  ad¬ 
ditional  work  is  needed.  More  recently,  a  review 
of  the  WPI,  with  the  cooperation  of  BLS,  was 
arranged  by  the  Council  on  Wage  and  Price  Sta¬ 
bility.  This  review  being  conducted  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bureau  of  Economic  Research  coincides 
with  a  full  scale  examination  of  the  WPI  concepts 
and  procedures. 

Core  Programs 

The  major  price  statistics  series  used  in  both 
macro  and  micro  analysis  are  the  Consumer 
Price  Index  and  the  Wholesale  Price  Index  and 
its  associated  Industry  Sector  and  State  of  Proc¬ 


essing  Indexes.  All  of  these  are  produced,  as  are 
the  data  from  the  Family  Budget  and  Tuesday 
Spot  Market  Price  programs,  by  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics,  and  their  conceptual  and 
methodological  bases  are  described  in  the  BLS 
Handbook  of  Methods  (Bulletin  1711)  and  in  Major 
Programs:  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS  Report 
459).  Major  changes  are  being  introduced  into 
the  CPI  as  an  integral  part  of  the  revision  pro¬ 
gram  now  nearing  fruition.  Therefore,  the  de¬ 
scription  of  the  CPI  program  published  in  BLS 
Bulletin  1517  and  the  BLS  Report  459  describes 
the  program  now  being  revised  and  not  the  pro¬ 
gram  as  it  will  be  after  the  revision  is  completed. 

Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI). — The  CPI,  which  is 
compiled  by  the  BLS,  is  now  being  revised.  This 
revision,  the  first  in  almost  15  years,  is  scheduled 
for  completion  late  in  1977  with  the  publication 
of  a  revised  index  for  urban  wage  earners  and 
clerical  workers  (who  account  for  about  40%  of 
the  noninstitutionalized  urban  civilian  popula¬ 
tion)  and  a  new  index  covering  the  entire 
noninstitutionalized  urban  civilian  population  in 
urban  areas  (about  80%  of  the  population). 
Rural  areas  within  SMSAs  are  also  included. 

When  rural  America  was  more  functionally 
separated  from  urban  America,  the  rural  popu¬ 
lation  did  not  generally  purchase  many  of  the 
goods  and  services  consumed  in  urban  areas, 
and  to  the  extent  that  they  did,  did  so  from  mar¬ 
kedly  different  types  of  purveyors.  Thus,  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  the  rural  population  from  the  scope  of 
the  CPI  was  reasonable.  Times  have  changed 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  purchasing 
and  expenditure  patterns  of  rural  and  urban 
America  are  now  more  alike  than  was  formerly 
the  case.  It  is  noteworthy  that  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  recently  concluded  that  changes 
in  prices  paid  by  farmers  for  nonproduction 
items,  such  as  food,  clothing,  recreation  etc.,  as 
determined  through  Agriculture’s  prices  paid  by 
farmers  survey  program,  are  similar  to  price 
changes  as  reported  by  BLS.  Accordingly,  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  has  recently  dropped 
its  collection  of  these  data  and  is  using  the  BLS 
CPI  data  as  inputs  into  Agriculture’s  parity  price 
program.  Nevertheless,  the  exclusion  of  the 
rural  population,  from  the  CPI  scope  should  be 
reexamined  through  the  medium  of  a  consum¬ 
ers’  expenditure  and  point  of  purchase  survey  to 
ascertain  if  the  family  consumption  of  goods  and 
service  purchased  by  the  rural  population  is  like 
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or  unlike  those  purchased  by  the  urban  popula-  and  until  public  policy,  as  expressed  by  statute, 
tion  and  if  the  purchases  are  made  in  urban  requires, 
areas,  and  if  not,  then  through  what  outlets.* 


If  differences  in  price  movements  between 
urban  and  rural  areas  do  exist  and  the  rural 
price  changes  when  combined  with  urban  price 
changes  would  effect  the  overall  index  and  its 
major  components  (e.g.,  food,  clothing)  then  the 
national  sample  should  be  augmented  to  include 
representation  of  rural  areas  outside  the  SMSAs. 

The  logic  of  the  foregoing  discussion  of  rural 
and  urban  price  changes  can  be  extended  into  a 
discussion  about  local  area  indexes  and  indexes 
covering  various  population  groupings  such  as 
the  poor,  the  retired,  etc.  The  CPI  is  designed  to 
provide  data  for  the  Nation  as  a  whole  to  serve 
national  needs  in  terms  of  public  policy  formula¬ 
tion,  evaluation,  and  implementation. 

Present  public  policy,  as  established  by  Federal 
statute,  does  not  require  data  for  local  areas  or 
for  specific  components  of  the  population. 
Moreover,  the  collection  of  such  data  is  ex¬ 
tremely  costly.  Accordingly,  the  policy  that 
suggests  itself  is  that  the  CPI  coverage  should  be 
nationwide  and  the  data  should  represent  price 
changes  for  the  population  as  a  whole.  Data  col¬ 
lection,  therefore,  should  be  based  on  a  sample 
of  areas  and  pricing  outlets  drawn  to  represent 
the  Nation  as  a  whole  and  the  samples  should  not 
be  augmented  to  provide  for  the  publication  of 
subnational  estimates  or  estimates  for  specific 
population  components.  Nevertheless,  a  sample 
so  drawn  may  provide  statistically  reliable  data 
for  regions  and  for  a  few  large  SMSAs,  although 
the  coefficients  of  variation  for  such  subnational 
data  would  necessarily  be  considerably  larger 
than  the  coefficients  for  the  data  at  the  national 
level.  Data  for  regions  and  those  areas  which 
meet  the  BLS  publication  standards  should  be 
published.  Samples  should  not  be  augmented  to 
provide  publishable  data  for  other  areas. 

With  respect  to  data  for  component  parts  of 
the  population,  however,  another  factor  needs  to 
be  considered.  Present  public  policy,  as  ex¬ 
pressed  by  statute,  does  not  require  data  for 
population  components.  Moreover,  most  Fed¬ 
eral  uses  of  the  data  affect  all  population  groups. 
No  Federal  program  purpose  would  be  served  by 
the  creation  of  indexes  for  various  population 
components  and  none  should  be  created  unless 


This  does  not  mean  that  different  population 
groupings  may  not  have  markedly  different  pur¬ 
chasing  patterns,  purchase  from  differing  out¬ 
lets  and  therefore  be  faced  with  price  changes  of 
varying  magnitudes.  These  issues  and  questions 
and  their  implications  for  public  policy  decisions 
are  all  interwoven  and  should  be  examined.  For¬ 
tunately,  a  mechanism  for  doing  so  is  now  being 
developed.  That  mechanism,  a  continuing  con¬ 
sumers  expenditure  survey,  is  discussed  sub¬ 
sequently. 

It  has  been  argued  that  the  frequency  of  pric¬ 
ing  for  the  CPI  should  be  expanded  from  that 
planned  for  the  revised  index  (i.e.,  52.8%  of  the 
value  of  the  index  items,  based  on  the  present 
weights  which  were  derived  from  the  1960-61 
survey  of  consumer  expenditures,  will  be  priced 
monthly  with  virtually  all  the  rest  being  priced 
bimonthly)  to  the  maximum  monthly  pricing 
possible.  The  basis  for  this  proposal  is  that  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  of  monthly  price  estimates 
beyond  that  now  planned  (which  is  a  significant 
improvement  over  the  previous  procedures)  will 
reduce  or  eliminate  the  average  lag  in  the  price 
index.  The  new  procedure  at  52.8%  monthly 
pricing  already  reduces  the  lag  from  almost 
three-fourths  of  a  month  to  slightly  more  than 
one-third  of  a  month.  While  data  lags  are  always 
an  important  problem  in  making  month-to- 
month  comparisons,  the  issue  appears  to  be  one 
of  price  volatility  and  the  weight  associated  with 
the  lagged  items  with  volatile  price  movements. 
If  there  is  little  or  no  month-to-month  price 
movement,  monthly  price  collection  at  any  in¬ 
crement  in  program  cost  is  too  expensive.  If 
there  are  infrequent  but  sharp  monthly  price 
changes  the  problem  is  how  to  identify  those 
changes  without  instituting  monthly  pricing.  To 
this  end,  consideration  should  be  given  to  ar¬ 
ranging  for  some  form  of  monitoring  through 
publications  and/or  exception  reporting  (i.e.,  in¬ 
termediate  price  change  reports)  in  each  impor¬ 
tant  situation  where  prices  would  otherwise  be 


*  Items  used  by  farmers  in  the  agricultural  production 
process  continue  to  be  studied  separately  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture.  These  items  might  appropriately  be 
included  in  the  BLS's  industrial  sector  pricing  program 
and  consideration  should  be  given  to  this  possibility. 
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collected  on  a  bimonthly  or  less  frequent  basis.  It 
should  be  noted  that  there  may  be  severe  prob¬ 
lems  in  instituting  and  maintaining  such  a  pro¬ 
gram.  Nevertheless,  the  suggested  approach  has 
the  potential,  if  successful,  for  producing  up- 
to-date  accurate  quotations  on  items  usually 
priced  less  often  than  monthly  and  at  a  consid¬ 
erably  lower  cost  to  the  Federal  Government 
than  more  regular  monthly  pricing.  The  ap¬ 
proach  should  be  tested  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  current  revision  program  is  completed.  If  the 
test  indicates  that  it  can  work,  the  procedure 
should  be  implemented. 

The  revision  of  the  CPI  market  basket  weights 
and  the  updating  of  pricing  outlets  has  tradi¬ 
tionally  been  accomplished  through  massive 
periodic  (10-15  years  apart)  consumer  expendi¬ 
ture  and  point  of  purchase  surveys.  This  proce¬ 
dure,  given  the  rapid  pace  of  innovation,  accom¬ 
panying  changes  in  consumer  preferences,  and 
the  availability  of  modern  statistical  procedures, 
should  be  discarded  in  favor  of  a  continuing  data 
collection  program  that  would  both:  (1)  allow  for 
the  maintenance  of  a  statistically  reliable  sample 
of  pricing  outlets  (i.e.,  stores),  and  (2)  the  con¬ 
tinuing  analysis  of  the  relative  importance  of  dif¬ 
ferent  classes  of  goods  and  services  and  changes 
thereof  to  consumers.  Such  information  which  is 
of  importance  in  its  own  right  also  would  permit 
timely  revision  of  the  CPI  market  basket  and 
weights.^  A  continuing  consumers  expenditure 
survey  would  also  form  the  framework  for  an 
improved  Family  Budget  Program. 

The  BLS  is  instituting  a  continuing  point  of 
purchase  survey  for  which  funding  was  provided 
in  FY  1977.  The  President’s  budget  for  FY  1978 
provides  for  a  continuing  consumers  expendi¬ 
ture  survey  (CCES)  program.  In  planning  the 
CCES,  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  should  de¬ 
sign  the  sample  so  that  analyses  of  the  income 
and  expenditure  patterns  of  major  population 
components  (e.g.,  the  elderly,  the  poor,  popula¬ 
tion  residing  in  urban  areas  and  in  rural  areas 
etc.)  will  be  possible.  This  design  work  should  be 
coordinated  with  the  design  of  the  new  income 
survey  now  being  planned  by  the  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare.  That  study,  dis¬ 
cussed  in  the  chapter  on  income  maintenance, 
though  primarily  being  designed  to  obtain  de¬ 
tailed  information  about  family  income  and  in¬ 
come  sources  will  obtain  some  data  about  expen¬ 
diture  patterns.  The  CCES  is  primarily  designed 
to  obtain  data  about  expenditure  patterns  but 


will  also  obtain  limited  data  about  income. 
Hence,  to  avoid  unnecessary  duplication  and  to 
make  each  survey  as  efficient  as  possible  and  to 
make  the  results  from  each  study  as  combinable 
as  possible  will  require  considerable  coordina¬ 
tion  in  the  designing  and  implementation  of 
each  survey. 

Family  Budget. — The  Family  Budget  program 
provides  data  for  three  levels  of  living  standards 
for  a  hypothetical  standardized  family.  It  is  used 
to  form  the  basis  for  the  evaluation  of  the  ade¬ 
quacy  of  family  income  and  in  measuring  place- 
to-place  differences  in  living  costs.  In  addition, 
family  budgets  as  published  by  BLS  are  used  for 
many  other  purposes  including  wage  negotia¬ 
tion.  The  program  data  are  required  by  statute 
(29  U.S.C  882).  Nevertheless,  the  program  as 
presently  structured  presents  many  conceptual 
and  technical  difficulties  which  make  it  basically 
unsuitable  for  any  of  the  purposes  for  which  it  is 
used.  These  deficiencies  are  thoroughly  dis¬ 
cussed  in  “Appendix  4:  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis¬ 
tics  Family  Budgets  Program”  to  the  HEW  re¬ 
port  The  Measure  of  Poverty  (April  1976)  and  to 
some  extent  in  the  BLS  Handbook  of  Methods  (BLS 
Bulletin  1910)  pp.  82-86. 

While  the  legislative  requirement  suggests  that 
the  program  cannot  be  discontinued  without 
statutory  authority,  the  program  should  not  be 
continued  without  major  modification.  Alterna¬ 
tive,  and  widely  different  conceptual  approaches 
might  be  explored  in  this  effort.  These  include: 

1.  Restating  the  normative  values  which  form 
the  basis  of  much  of  the  budget  into  current 
terms  and  then  pricing  and  updating  the 
cost  of  these  values  on  the  basis  of  a  specifi¬ 
cation  pricing  program  conducted  in  con- 
juction  with  the  CPI.  This  approach  would 
be  comparable  to  the  basic  program  formu¬ 
lation  initiated  in  1946  and  updated  in  1959 
and  in  1966.  It  suffers  from  all  of  the  de¬ 
ficiencies  noted  in  Appendix  4  to  The 
Measure  of  Poverty  except  that  the  data 
base  would  be  current  and  would  be  main¬ 
tained  on  a  current  basis. 

2.  Basing  the  budget  on  actual  expenditure 
patterns  developed  through  the  recently 


’Change  in  the  market  basket  and  m  weights  should  be 
introduced  probably  not  more  frequently  than  about  every 
five  years  lest  the  index  be  converted  from  a  price  index  to 
an  index  of  living  costs. 
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completed  Consumers  Expenditure  Survey 
(CES)  and  updating  the  results  through  data 
collected  in  the  proposed  continuing  CES. 
This  approach  would  eliminate  all  norma¬ 
tive  judgements.  It  would  suffer,  as  does  the 
current  approach,  in  not  appropriately  pro¬ 
viding  for  place-to-place  comparisons  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  “same”  purchasing 
patterns.  This  is  a  necessary  concomitant  of 
developing  budgets  based  on  actual  expen¬ 
ditures  since  the  expenditure  patters  in  dif¬ 
ferent  areas  reflect  regional  differences  in 
clothing  requirements  and  in  food  and  rec¬ 
reation  among  other  expenditure  elements. 
Also,  different  purchasing  patterns  may  re¬ 
sult  either  because  of  preferance  or  because 
some  items  freely  available  in  one  place  may 
be  either  unavailable  or  available  only  at  a 
high  price  in  other  areas.  Thus,  budgets  for 
different  places  based  on  actual  expendi¬ 
ture  patterns  in  each  place  may  not  reflect 
the  relative  difference  in  cost  of  an  identical 
living  standard  in  the  various  places. 

It  is  recommended  that  an  advisory  committee 
be  established  by  BLS  to  critically  review  the 
purpose,  concept,  and  procedures  of  the  Family 
Budget  program,  and  to  recommend  appro¬ 
priate  changes.  Such  a  committee  should  include 
qualified  technicians  from  the  business,  labor, 
academic,  and  private  social  service  com¬ 
munities.  The  scope  of  review  should  include  the 
feasibility  of  and  methodology  for  constructing 
series  with  which  to  make  place-to-place  com¬ 
parisons  of  the  cost  of  living. 

International  Price  Program. — It  is  expected  that 
data  from  this  program  will  be  used,  among 
other  purposes,  to  deflate  the  value  of  all  exports 
and  imports  in  the  Gross  National  Product  ac¬ 
counts  as  soon  as  sufficient  information  for  that 
purpose  is  available.  This  data  will  provide  for 
more  accurate  deflation  than  is  possible  using 
the  unit  value  indexes  previously  employed  for 
this  purpose.  The  international  price  program 
now  covers  about  40%  of  the  value  of  all  imports 
and  50%  of  the  value  of  all  U.S.  exports  of  prod¬ 
ucts.  The  program  should  be  expanded  to  cover 
100%  of  the  value  of  imports  and  exports.  The 
completion  of  this  program,  conducted  by  BLS, 
on  the  basis  of  a  sample  of  transactions  from 
import-export  declaration  documents  held  by 
the  Bureau  of  Census,  will  permit  the  discon¬ 
tinuance  of  the  unit  value  indexes  compiled  by 
Census.  Only  a  few  countries  have  a  pricing  sys¬ 


tem  for  exports  and  imports  other  than  unit  val¬ 
ues.  Accordingly,  the  need  for  unit  value  indexes 
may  continue  after  the  international  price  pro¬ 
gram  has  been  completed. 

Industrial  Price  Program. — The  Industrial  Price 
program  has  three  major  elements:  the 
wholesale  price  indexes  (WPI),  the  stage  of  proc¬ 
essing  indexes,  and  the  industry  sector  price  in¬ 
dexes  (ISPI).  These  series  suffer  from  several 
conceptual,  statistical,  and  operational  in¬ 
adequacies: 

1. The  WPI  data  are  used  as  precursors  of 
change  in  the  CPI.  This  is  without  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  data  are  not  designed  to  be 
so  used.  Some  price  indexes  necessary  to 
better  understanding  of  the  price 
mechanism  are  missing  entirely;  for  exam¬ 
ple,  input  materials  indexes,  final  demand 
indexes,  and  industry-based  stage  of  proc¬ 
essing  indexes. 

2.  The  WPI  is  based  on  a  hodgepodge  of  prices 
to  different  sectors — some  of  which  are  final 
demand  sectors,  and  some  of  which  are  not. 
Further,  the  aggregation  structure  by  total 
shipments  in  the  WPIs  leads  to  multiple 
counting  of  price  changes. 

3.  Many  major  industry  sectors  are  either  un¬ 
priced  or  have  poor  coverage.  ISPIs  are 
available  for  only  about  one-fourth  of  the 
four-digit  manufacturing  and  mining  indus¬ 
tries.  WPIs  are  available  for  less  than  half  of 
the  total  value  of  shipments  in  agriculture, 
manufacturing  and  mining.  Almost  nothing 
is  priced  in  the  service  or  construction  sec¬ 
tors; 

4.  Prices  collected  are  heterogeneous  in 
nature — some  are  spot  market  prices,  some 
contract  prices,  others  are  based  on  prices 
of  delivered  orders,  list  prices,  nominal  or 
trade  journal  prices. 

5.  Sampling  is  judgmental  and  many  items  are 
priced  on  the  basis  of  about  three  quotes. 
Probability  sampling  (with  expanded  sam¬ 
ples)  would  provide  measures  of  reliability. 
Although  not  all  bias  can  be  removed,  it  is 
likely  that  probability  sampling  will  reduce 
it. 

Because  of  these  limitations,  gaps  exist  in  our 
knowledge  about  both  specific  price  movements 
and  the  total  structure  of  price  relationships.  In 
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addition,  the  current  data  may  be  misleading, 
but  the  degree  of  misrepresentation,  if  any,  can¬ 
not  be  assessed. 

To  correct  these  deficiencies  requires  radical 
surgery.  To  this  end,  two  approaches  suggest 
themselves  and  neither  is  arguably  conceptually 
superior  to  the  other.  These  are: 

1.  Base  the  indexes  on  a  statistical  sample  of 
establishments  within  four-digit  SICs  and 
within  each  establishment  on  a  probability 
selection  of  commodities  or  services  with 
each  sample  being  stratified  by  size  of  firm 
and  sales  volume.  The  data  obtained  after 
initial  selection  should,  as  in  2  below,  be 
specification  priced  and  should  permit  the 
compilation  of  the  types  of  indexes  noted 
below. 

The  procedure  could  be  carried  out  by  BLS 
on  the  basis  of  the  establishment  universe 
material  currently  in  its  possession.  The 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  embarked  on 
a  major  revision  of  its  industrial  price  pro¬ 
gram.  This  revision,  which  is  now  being 
phased  in  and  is  expected  to  continue  for 
many  years,  is  based  on  this  approach.  The 
availability  of  sales  volume  data,  as  would  be 
available  if  the  Industrial  Directory  infor¬ 
mation  were  available  to  BLS  would  en¬ 
hance  the  sample  procedure  by  allowing  for 
direct  stratification  of  establishments  on  the 
basis  of  volume  instead  of  on  employment 
(as  in  the  BLS  universe  material)  as  a  proxy 
for  volume.  It  is  believed  that  this  approach 
will  produce  statistically  reliable  data  in  con¬ 
siderably  more  detail  which  can  be  aggre¬ 
gated  in  more  meaningful  ways  than  is  now 
the  case.  Should  this  approach  fail,  and  this 
is  not  considered  likely,  then  the  BLS 
should — 

2.  Base  the  indexes  on  a  statistically  stratified 
sample  of  commodities  and  services  the 
weights  and  producers  (sellers)  of  which  are 
selected  on  the  basis  of  the  Census  of  Man¬ 
ufacturers  and  on  other  economic  censuses. 
Data  collected  should  be  specification  priced 
by  terms  of  trade,  with  an  indication  of  in¬ 
dexes  of  price  changes  by  commodity  class 
and  in  the  aggregate,  of  goods  sold  by  final 
demand  class  (e.g.,  to  wholesalers  and  re¬ 
tailers  for  resale  to  final  retail  consumption, 
and  to  industry  as  capital  goods,  or  to  indus¬ 
try  as  an  intermediate  good). 
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This  approach  requires  the  availability  of 
data  protected  by  the  Census  confidentiality 
law  (13  U.S.C  9).  Therefore,  following  this 
approach  would  require  that  BLS  contract 
with  the  Census  Bureau  for  data  collection 
and  initial  processing.  An  improvement  of 
this  technique  might  result  from  obtaining 
identification  of  buyers  from  the  sellers  and 
then  collecting  prices  paid  data  from  the 
buyers. 

Neither  of  the  above  approaches  will  resolve 
all  data  gap  problems.  For  example,  price  inde¬ 
xes  do  not  exist  on  “build-to-order”  commodities 
such  as  commerical  aircraft,  ships,  and  some 
computers.  The  very  nature  of  a  build-to-order 
commodity  introduces  severe  technical  questions 
of  measurement  and  quality  adjustment.  An  ef¬ 
fort  toward  developing  a  conceptual  framework 
for  the  pricing  of  such  commodities  should  be 
begun. 

Tuesday  Spot  Market  Price  Index 

This  index  which  shows  changes  in  prices  for 
23  commodities  is  not  based  on  direct  transac¬ 
tions  data,  but  rather  on  reports  of  prices  as  re¬ 
ported  through  trade  and  government  sources. 
Moreover,  spot  prices  reflect  only  the  price  that 
a  seller  in  a  spot  market  is  willing  to  accept  at  that 
moment,  and  does  not  reflect  actual  transac¬ 
tions.  Spot  prices,  moreover,  do  not  generally 
reflect  total  transactions  prices  in  the  regular 
course  of  commerical  events.  The  items  priced, 
however,  are  considered  to  be  highly  price  sensi¬ 
tive.  Nevertheless,  and  notwithstanding  the 
weekly  republication  of  some  spot  prices  from 
the  BLS  weekly  release  by  Business  Week,  this  in¬ 
dex,  which  is  not  based  on  statistical  samples, 
appears  to  have  little  long-term  utility  to  the 
Federal  agencies  that  could  not  be  satisfied  by 
data  from  the  revised  Industrial  Price  Program. 
Presently  the  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  uses 
data  from  this  Index  in  developing  preliminary 
estimates  for  the  current  month  is  several  Busi¬ 
ness  Conditions  Digest  series.  The  industrial 
price  program  when  revised  will  provide  reliable 
monthly  data  for  all  or  many  of  the  commodities 
included  in  the  Tuesday  spot  market  price  in¬ 
dex.  When  those  data  are  available,  absent  some 
real  Federal  need  for  more  frequent  information 
that  cannot  be  satisfied  by  data  published  in 
trade  and  other  commercial  publications,  the 
Tuesday  spot  maket  index  should  be  discon- 
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tinued.  Further,  the  BLS  should  immediately  in-  as  suggested  above,  the  index  has  little  utility  to 
vestigate  the  need  for  and  use  of  the  Tuesday  the  Federal  agencies  then  the  index  would  be  a 
spot  market  price  index  by  Federal  agencies.  If,  prime  candidate  for  immediate  discontinuance. 


CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


BERT  LANCE 
NEW  0MB  DIRECTOR 

Thomas  Bertram  (Bert)  Lance  was  sworn  in 
January  23,  1977,  as  the  23rd  Director  of  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget.  As  head  of 
the  agency,  he  serves  as  President  Carter’s  chief 
budget  officer.  In  addition  he  will  be  working  to 
improve  Government  organization  and  man¬ 
agement  and  seeking  ways  to  reduce  Federal  pa¬ 
perwork.  Prior  to  his  app>ointment  Mr.  Lance 
was  President  of  the  National  Bank  of  Georgia. 

INFORMATION  FOR  IDENTIFICATION  OR 
CLASSIFICATION 

The  following  is  a  reprint  of  a  memorandum 
to  Clearance  Officers  of  Departments  and  Agen¬ 
cies  dated  February  1,  1977  from  the  Clearance 
Officer,  Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget.  Its  purpose  is  to  pro¬ 
vide  clarification  of  the  phrase  “information  for 
identification  or  classification,  as  used  in  para¬ 
graph  9c  of  Attachment  A  to  OMB  Circular  No. 
A-40,  entitled  Management  of  Federal  Report¬ 
ing  Requirements.  Paragraph  9c  exempts  from 
the  requirements  of  clearance  (under  44  U.S.C. 
3509,  Federal  Reports  Act)  the  “collection  of  in¬ 
formation  for  identification  or  classification  in 
connection  with  laboratory  research  and  clinical 
investigations.” 

The  text  of  the  memorandum  follows: 

“There  appears  to  be  some  confusion  as  to 
the  definition  of  ‘information  for  identifica¬ 
tion  or  classification’  as  used  in  paragraph  9c 
of  Attachment  A  to  OMB  Circular  No.  A-40. 

“The  exemption  is  intended  to  be  a  narrow 
one.  It  is  intended  to  include  such  items  of 
information  as:  name,  address,  age,  informa¬ 
tion  about  specific  medical,  physical,  mental, 
or  psychological  conditions  which  must  be  ac¬ 


quired  from  the  participant,  and  information 
which  may  be  acquired  by  observation  or 
examination. 

“The  exemption  is  not  intended  to  give  a 
broad  exemption  for  the  collection  of  informa¬ 
tion  which  would  normally  be  subject  to  clear¬ 
ance  if  laboratory  research  or  a  clinical  investi¬ 
gation  were  not  involved. 

“For  example,  the  collection  of  information 
on  the  social,  economic,  or  educational  back¬ 
ground  of  participants  or  information  about 
their  behavior  or  information  about  other 
members  of  their  family  would  normally  be 
subject  to  clearance.  The  fact  that  laboratory 
research  or  a  clinical  investigation  may  be  in¬ 
volved  does  not  exempt  the  collection  of  this 
kind  of  information  from  the  requirement  of 
clearance.” 

(Roye  L.  Lowry,  statistical  policy  divi¬ 
sion,  OFFICE  OF  MANAGEMENT  AND  BUDGET, 

telephone  (202)  395-3772.) 

HOUSE  REPORT  ON  FEDERAL  STATISTICS 
COORDINATION 

The  Committee  on  Post  Office  and  Civil  Serv¬ 
ice  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has  recently 
released  a  report  entitled  Coordination  in  Federal 
Statistics  Gathering  Programs.  This  report  is  a  dis¬ 
cussion  of  issues  on  the  coordination  of  statistics 
based  on  hearings  on  that  topic  held  by  the  Sub¬ 
committee  on  Census  and  Population  in  March 
and  April  1976  and  on  subsequent  series  of  ques¬ 
tions  put  separately  to  the  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget  and  the  General  Accounting  Office 
on  issues  which  arose  during  the  hearings. 

Copies  of  Coordination  in  Federal  Statistics 
Gathering  Programs  (Committee  Print  No.  95-1, 
January  28,  1977)  are  available  while  supply  lasts 
from  the  Committee  on  Post  Office  and  Civil 
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Service,  U.S.  House  of  Representatives,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20515. 

INTERNATIONAL  STATISTICAL  NOTES 

The  United  States  statistical  community  is  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  wide  variety  of  official  activities  of 
an  international  nature.  Many  Federal  agencies, 
as  well  as  persons  from  the  private  sector,  are 
involved  in  these  efforts.  These  notes  provide  an 
overview  of  some  recent  activites  of  general 
interest. 

United  Nations  Related  Activities 

United  Nations  Statistical  Commission. — The 
United  Nations  Statistical  Commission  met  in 
New  Delhi  in  November  1976.  Joseph  W.  Dun¬ 
can,  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget 
Deputy  Associate  Director  for  Statistical  Policy, 
who  is  the  American  representative  to  the 
United  Nations  Statistical  Commission,  at¬ 
tended.  See  page  185  of  this  issue  for  a  report  on 
this  session. 

Economic  and  Social  Commission  for  Asia  and  the 
Pacific. — The  biennial  meeting  of  the  Statistics 
Committee  of  the  Economic  and  Social  Commis¬ 
sion  for  Asia  and  the  Pacific  (ESCAP)  met  in 
Tehran,  Iran  from  December  1 1  to  18,  1976. 
The  Chief  U.S.  Delegate  to  the  meeting  was 
George  E.  Hall,  Chief,  Social  Statistics  Branch, 
Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Management 
and  Budget.  There  was  full  discussion  of  ship¬ 
ping  statistics  for  integrated  rural  development, 
and  the  1980  round  of  population  censuses.  The 
discussion  of  the  1980  round  of  censuses  was  the 
most  critical  issue  of  interest  to  the  United 
States.  The  UN  Statistical  Commission  had  made 
recommendations  on  the  1980  round  and  had 
forwarded  them  to  the  regional  organizations 
after  the  November  Statistical  Commission  meet¬ 
ings.  The  ESCAP  delegates  felt  that  it  was  get¬ 
ting  to  be  very  late  in  the  decade  to  make  some  of 
the  key  decisions  which  need  to  be  made  to  as¬ 
sure  high  quality,  consistent  data  across  the  re¬ 
gion;  therefore,  the  Committee  recommended 
the  establishment  of  a  Working  Group  on  the 
Regional  Program  for  Organizing  the  1980 
Census  of  Population  and  Housing.  This  Work¬ 
ing  Group  is  scheduled  to  meet  in  Bangkok, 
Thailand  on  May  10-16,  1977  to  consider  the 
Statistical  Commission’s  recommendations  and 
to  prepare  specific  proposals  of  the  countries  of 
the  ESCAP  region. 
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United  Nations  Social  Defense  Research 
Institute. — The  United  Nations  Social  Defense 
Research  Institute  (UNSDRl)  held  the  first  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  advisory  committee  for  its  new  pro¬ 
gram  on  Monitoring  Crime  Trends  and  Criminal 
Justice  Information.  This  three-year  effort  will 
attempt  to  establish  consistent  statistical  efforts 
on  crime  and  justice  in  19  countries.  The  meet¬ 
ing  was  held  at  the  UNSDRl  headquarters  in 
Rome,  Italy  on  January  12  through  15,  1977. 
Richard  W.  Velde,  Administrator  of  the  Uaw  En¬ 
forcement  Assistance  Administration  (UEAA), 
acted  as  co-chairperson  of  the  Committee  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  his  membership  in  the  UN  Commission  on 
Crime  and  Justice.  The  other  co-chairpersons 
were  Y.H.  Yip  and  S.  Garcia  Ramirez,  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Commission  from  Malaysia  and 
Mexico,  respectively.  In  addition  to  Velde,  many 
members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  were  from 
the  United  States.  They  were:  Edithe  Flynn, 
Northeastern  University;  Charles  M.  Friel,  Sam 
Houston  State  University;  George  E.  Hall,  Office 
of  Management  and  Budget;  Albert  Hess,  Max 
Planck  Institute;  Charles  R.  Kindermann,  Uaw 
Enforcement  Assistance  Administration;  Steve 
E.  Kolodney,  SEARCH  Group,  Inc.;  and  Benja¬ 
min  H.  Renshaw,  Uaw  Enforcement  Assistance 
Administration.  The  Advisory  Committee  also 
had  representatives  from  16  other  countries  rep¬ 
resenting  all  continents. 

The  Committee  endorsed  the  Institute’s  rec¬ 
ommendation  that  a  survey  be  conducted  to  es¬ 
tablish  an  inventory  of  available  crime  and  jus¬ 
tice  data  as  well  as  an  inventory  of  available  col¬ 
lection  mechanisms.  The  Committee  further 
recommended  that  a  minimum  core  of  “indi¬ 
cators”  be  developed  and  that  their  appropriate¬ 
ness  be  determined  by  canvassing  criminal  jus¬ 
tice  policymakers  and  behavioral  scientists  in  the 
19  countries  which  are  to  be  involved  in  the  proj¬ 
ect. 

Economic  Commission  for  Europe. — The  United 
States  is  the  host  for  the  1977  meeting  of  the 
Conference  of  European  Statisticians,  which  will 
be  held  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  March  21  to  25, 
1977. 

Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation  and 
Development  Activities 

Social  Indicators. — Another  important  interna¬ 
tional  statistical  effort  is  the  ongoing  activity  of 
the  Social  Indicators  Development  Program  of 
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the  Organization  for  Economic  Cooperation  and 
Development  (OECD)  in  Paris.  This  program, 
which  was  begun  in  1970,  operates  under  the 
general  guidance  of  the  OECD  Working  Party 
on  Social  Indicators,  whose  members  include 
representatives  from  the  24  member  countries. 
About  a  year  ago,  the  Working  Party  agreed  to 
establish  some  15  Common  Development  Efforts 
(CDEs)  in  order  to  expedite  the  preparation  of 
specific  recommendations  of  agreed-upon  social 
indicators  or  proxy  measures  covering  most  of 
the  major  areas  of  concern.  The  United  States  is 
currently  participating  in  8  of  these  CDEs  (see 
listing  below).  Current  plans  call  for  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  this  phase  of  activity  in  about  two  years,  at 
which  time  a  complete  set  of  recommended 
measures  covering  each  of  the  areas  of  concern 
will  be  submitted  to  the  OECD  for  final  review. 


1 1.  Social  Partici-  France 
pation  and 
Inequality 


James  Callison, 
Social  Security 
Administration, 
DHF.W 


12.  Economic  None  designated 

Accessibility 


James  Callison, 
Social  Security 
Administration, 
DHEW 


13.  Methods  of  None  designated 
Data 

a.  Compre¬ 
hensive 
Survey 

b.  Other 
Methods  and 
Problems 


None 

Bureau  of  the 
Census,  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Com¬ 
merce  (indivi¬ 
dual  not  yet 
selected). 


14.  Data  Presenta-  United  Kingdom  None 
tion  for  Social 
Indicators 


The  15  Common  Development  Efforts, 
specifying  the  United  States  participation,  are  as 
follows; 

L'nited  Slates 


Name  of  CDE 

I.cad  country  (if  any) 

participant  (if  any) 

I.  Healthfulness 
of  Life 

Canada 

Jacob  Feldman, 
National  Center 
for  Health 
Statistics,  DHEW 

2.  Measurement 
of  Learning 

United  States 

William  Dorfman, 
National  Center 
for  Health 
Statistics,  DHEW 

3.  Unemployment  Spain 

Julius  Shiskin, 
Bureau  of 

Labor  Statistics, 
Department  of 
Labor 

4.  Quality  of 

Working  Life 

Germany  (Fed. 
Rep.) 

None 

5.  Time  Use  and 
Leisure 

Norway 

Denis  F.  Johnston, 
Statistical  Policy 
Division,  OMB 

6.  Distribution  of  Portugal 

Income  and 

Wealth 

None 

7.  Housing 

Conditions 

Switzerland 

None 

8.  Quality  of 
Natural 
Environment 

Japan 

None 

9.  Primary  and 
Secondary 
Social 

Attachments 

Belgium 

None 

10.  Victim  Surveys 

Finland 

George  E.  Hall, 

Statistical  Policy 
Division,  OMB 


15.  Applicability  of  Italy  None 

Concepts  in 
National 
Contexts 

Working  Party  on  Social  Indicators 
Chair:  Norbert  Prefontaine  (Canada) 

U.S.  Representative:  Denis  F.  Johnston,  Statistical  Policy 
Division,  OMB 

(George  E.  Hall,  statistical  policy  division, 
OFFICE  OF  MANAGEMENT  AND  BUDGET,  telephone 

(202)  395-6140.) 

TREASURY  CONSTANT  MATURITY  YIELD  SERIES 

Yields  on  Treasury  securities  at  constant 
maturity,  which  have  just  been  introduced  into 
the  Federal  Reserve  Board’s  H.15  and  G.13 
statistical  releases,  are  constructed  daily  by  the 
Treasury  Department.  To  obtain  these  yields, 
personnel  at  the  Treasury  Department  construct 
a  yield  curve  each  day  based  on  the  closing  mar¬ 
ket  bid  yields  of  actively  traded  Treasury  securi¬ 
ties.  Yield  values  are  then  read  from  the  yield 
curve  at  fixed  maturities — presently  1,  2,  3,  5,  7, 
10,  and  20  years. 

Constant  maturity  yield  series  have  been  con¬ 
structed  by  the  Treasury  Department  since  1962 
for  maturities  of  1,  3,  5,  10,  and  20  years.  The 
7-year  series  began  in  July  1969;  and  the  2-year 
series,  in  June  1976.  The  Federal  Reserve  Board 
has  recently  constructed  comparable  data  for  the 
period  April  1953  to  December  1961.  As  a  result, 
continuous  constant  maturity  yield  series 
(monthly  averages  of  daily  data)  now  exist  for 
five  of  the  maturities  for  nearly  a  24-year  period. 
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For  many  years,  the  Federal  Reserve  Board 
has  published  three  yield  series  for  Treasury 
securities — 9-12  month,  3-5  year,  and  long-term 
(10  years  and  over) — in  both  the  H.15  and  G.  13 
releases.  Unfortunately,  these  series,  which  are 
simply  unweighted  averages  of  closing  bid  yields 
on  all  marketable  Treasury  securities  in  those 
three  maturity  ranges,  have  become  seriously 
flawed.  In  particular,  the  3-5  year  and  the  long¬ 
term  series  include  yields  on  low-yield,  deep  dis¬ 
count  Treasury  bonds  (sometimes  referred  to  as 
“flower  bonds”)  which  have  special  Federal  es¬ 
tate  tax  privileges.  As  a  result,  the  long-term 
yield  series  has  now  fallen  roughly  100  basis 
points  or  so  below  yields  on  recently  issued  mar¬ 
ketable  Treasury  bonds. 

The  constant  maturity  yield  series  constructed 
by  the  Treasury  Department  are  considered  by 
the  Federal  Reserve  Board  now  to  be  much  bet¬ 
ter  measures  of  conditions  in  the  Government 
securities  market  than  are  the  three  yield  series 
constructed  by  the  Board.  Therefore,  the  Board 
plans  to  discontinue  the  latter  three  series.  To 
give  users  ample  time  to  adjust,  however,  the 
Board’s  three  yield  series  for  Treasury  securities 
will  continue  to  be  published  for  another  year  or 
so;  after  that,  they  will  no  longer  be  constructed. 
(Note:  A  monthly  series  very  similar  to  the 
Board’s  long-term  Treasury  yield  series  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  published  in  the  Treasury  Bullentin. 
(In  the  December  1976  Treasury  Bullentin,  see  the 
yield  series  labelled  “Treasury  bonds,”  in  Table 
AY-1,  p.  69.)  Between  1960  and  1970,  these  two 
series  differed  month-by-month  only  once  by  as 
much  as  2  basis  points;  since  1971,  they  have  dif¬ 
fered  by  at  most  5  basis  points.  Differencs  be¬ 
tween  the  two  series  result  primarily  from  their 
different  trteatments  of  new  bond  issues.  The 
Board’s  long-term  series  introduces  a  new  bond 
into  the  average  only  after  the  bond  has  been 
issued;  the  Treasury  Bulletin  series  introduces  it 
perhaps  a  week  or  so  earlier,  as  soon  as  the  bond 
is  traded  on  a  when-issued  basis.  (Leigh  Ribble 

DIVISION  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATISTICS,  FEDERAL 

RESERVE  BOARD,  telephone  (202)  452-3454.) 

SAFETY  AND  HEALTH  STUDY 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  recently  re¬ 
leased  a  report  entitled  Major  Collective  Bargain¬ 
ing  Agreements:  Safety  and  Health  Provisions  (BLS 
Bulletin  1425-16).  The  report  analyzes 
negotiated  arrangements  pertaining  to  the  oper- 
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ations  and  functions  of  safety  committees,  plant 
inspections,  physical  examinations,  use  of  safety 
equipment,  hazard  pay,  and  the  placement  of 
disabled  employees.  Safety  and  health  clauses 
from  various  industries  are  cited  in  their  entirety 
as  are  several  environmental  research  provi¬ 
sions. 

The  report  is  based  on  the  analysis  of  1,724 
major  collective  bargaining  agreements  covering 
1,000  workers  or  more,  or  nearly  all  agreements 
of  this  size  in  the  United  States,  excluding  those 
for  railroads,  airlines,  and  government.  The 
contracts  applied  to  almost  7.9  million  workers. 

Copies  of  this  report  may  be  purchased  for 
$1.30  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  or  from  BLS  regional  offices. 
Harry  P.  Cohany,  division  of  industrial  re¬ 
lations,  BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS,  DEPART¬ 
MENT  OF  LABOR,  telephone  (202)  523-1143.) 

COMPREHENSIVE  GNP  TABLES 

The  Bureau  of  Economic  Analysis  has  pub¬ 
lished  detailed  statistical  tables  of  the  national 
income  and  product  accounts  from  the  latest 
benchmark  revision  in  The  National  Income  and 
Product  Accounts  of  the  United  States,  1929-74: 
Statistical  Tables.  The  volume  includes  definitions 
of  the  major  components  of  the  accounts  and  the 
major  sectors.  Data  users  should  note  that  esti¬ 
mates  for  1973  and  1974  have  been  revised  and 
published  in  the  July  1976  Survey  of  Current  Busi¬ 
ness. 

The  National  Income  and  Product  Accounts  of  the 
United  States,  1929-74:  Statistical  Tables  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U. 
S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402,  for  $4.95.  The  Stock  Number  is 
003-010-00052-0.  (Robert  Parker,  bureau  of 

ECONOMIC  ANALYSIS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE, 

telephone  (202)  523-0669.) 

PRODUCTIVITY  INDEXES  FOR 
SELECTED  INDUSTRIES,  1976  EDITION 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  released 
Productivity  Indexes  for  Selected  Industries,  1976 
Edition,  Bulletin  1938  (1976).  The  data  included 
covers  the  years  1939  and  1947-75,  and  contain 
measures  for  five  industries  previously  not  cov¬ 
ered:  nonmetallic  minerals,  retail  food  stores, 
franchised  new  car  dealers,  grain  mill  products, 
and  saw  mills  and  planing  mills.  This  bulletin 
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also  updates  indexes  of  output  per  employee- 
hour  and  output  per  employee  for  the  industries 
previously  included  in  the  U.S.  Government’s 
industry  productivity  measurement  program, 
along  with  related  measures  of  output,  employ¬ 
ment,  and  employee-hours. 

Copies  of  this  250-page  report  may  be  pur¬ 
chased  for  $3.15  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402;  GPO  Bookstores;  or 
from  any  BLS  regional  office.  A  limited  number 
of  copies  are  available  for  official  use  from  the 
Office  of  Productivity  and  Technology,  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics,  Washington,  D.C.  20212. 
(Charles  W.  Ardolini,  bureau  of  labor 
STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR,  telephone 

(202)  523-9244.) 


PERSONS  OF  SPANISH  ORIGIN  IN 
THE  UNITED  STATES,  MARCH  1 976 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  pub¬ 
lished  a  report  entitled  “Persons  of  Spanish  Ori¬ 
gin  in  the  United  States;  March  1976  (Advance 
Report).”  This  report  presents  data  on  selected 
social  and  economic  characteristics  such  as  age, 
sex,  marital  status,  educational  attainment, 
employment  status,  income,  and  low-income 
status  of  the  Spanish  origin  population  in  the 
United  States.  Selected  statistical  information 
from  the  report  indicates  that: 

•  In  March  1976,  about  1 1  million  persons  iden¬ 
tified  themselves  as  of  Spanish  origin  with  6.6 
million  of  Mexican  origin,  1,8  million  of 
Puerto  Rican  origin,  0.7  million  of  Cuban  ori¬ 
gin,  and  2.1  million  of  other  Spanish  origin. 

•  The  Spanish  origin  population  is  a  young 
population  relative  to  the  overall  population; 
for  example,  the  median  age  of  persons  of 
Spanish  origin  in  March  1976  was  20.9  years 
compared  to  a  median  of  28.9  years  for  the 
overall  population. 

•  The  overall  population  was  ahead  of  the 
Spanish  origin  population  in  educational  at¬ 
tainment,  About  64%  of  all  persons  25  years 
old  and  over  were  high  school  graduates,  but 
only  39%  of  Spanish  origin  persons  25  years 
old  and  over  had  achieved  that  level  of  educa¬ 
tion. 

•  The  labor  force  participation  rate  (the  percent 
of  the  civilian  noninstitutional  population  16 
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years  and  over  that  is  in  the  labor  force)  was 
77%  for  Spanish  origin  men,  and  43%  for 
Spanish  origin  women. 

•  In  1975,  median  income  of  men  of  Spanish 
origin  was  $6,800,  about  double  the  median 
income  of  Spanish  origin  women,  at  $3,200. 

•  The  median  income  for  families  with  a  head  of 
Spanish  origin  was  $9,551  in  1975. 

The  report  includes  a  brief  analytical  text 
along  with  3  graphs  and  10  detailed  tables. 

Copies  of  the  report  “Persons  of  Spanish  Ori¬ 
gin  in  the  United  States:  March  1976  (Advance 
Report),”  Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-20, 
No.  302  (11  pp.,  35  cents)  may  be  purchased 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  (Edward  Fernandez,  population  divi¬ 
sion,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF 

COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-5219.) 

ESTIMATES  OF  THE  POPULATION  OF  STATES 

A  report  has  recently  been  released  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  showing  annual  popula¬ 
tion  estimates  for  States,  1970  to  1975,  and  com¬ 
ponents  of  population  change  for  the  period 
1970  to  1975  for  both  the  resident  and  civilian 
populations.  The  report  presents  a  discussion  of 
recent  trends  in  population  growth,  with  special 
emphasis  on  the  effect  of  the  declining  birth  rate 
and  the  out-migration  from  large  metropolitan 
areas.  Also  included  are  a  detailed  methodology 
and  an  evaluation  of  the  methods  used. 

The  report  shows  that  there  has  been  a  signifi¬ 
cant  shift  in  regional  growth  since  1970,  with  the 
South  gaining  notably  as  a  result  of  net  migra¬ 
tion  and  nearly  matching  the  West  in  current 
growth  rate.  The  migration  gains  in  the  South 
(-♦-2.6  million)  and  West  (4-1.4  million)  are  offset 
by  migration  losses  in  the  North  (—1.5  million). 
This  pattern  has  been  affected  by  a  decided  shift 
in  net  migration  since  1970  between  the  met¬ 
ropolitan  and  nonmetropolitan  sections  of  the 
Nation,  with  large  metropolitan  areas  losing  1.2 
million  persons  through  net  migration  while 
nonmetropolitan  counties  gain  1.5  million  be¬ 
tween  1970  and  1974. 

The  cushion  of  natural  increase  which  pro¬ 
tected  most  States  in  the  past  from  losing  popula¬ 
tion  has  shrunk  drastically.  The  natural  increase 
of  1.2  million  in  1974  was  less  than  one-half  of 
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the  1960  figures,  as  1  million  fewer  births  oc¬ 
curred  in  1974  than  in  1960. 

Copies  of  the  report  “Estimates  of  the  Popula¬ 
tion  of  States  with  Components  of  Change:  1970 
to  1975”,  Current  Population  Reports,  Series  P-25, 
No.  640,  can  be  obtained  for  75  cents  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402. 
(Donald  E.  Starsinic,  bureau  of  the  census, 
DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (301) 

763-5072.) 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  BENEFICIARIES 
IN  METRO  AREAS 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  in  the 
Social  Security  Administration  has  released  a 
43-paged  report  entitled  Social  Security  Benefici¬ 
aries  in  Metropolitan  Areas  1975. 

This  report  presents  detailed  benefits  data  for 
beneficiaries  residing  within  these  areas,  some 
characteristics  of  such  beneficiaries,  and  the 
types  of  benefits  which  they  were  receiving.  Spe¬ 
cifically  shown  are  the  number  of  social  security 
beneficiaries  residing  in  each  area  by  major 
benefit  category;  the  corresponding  amounts  of 
monthly  benefits;  age,  race,  and  sex  distribution 
of  the  beneficiaries;  and  percentage  distribu¬ 
tions  of  retired-worker,  disabled-workers,  and 
widow  and  widower  beneficiaries  by  monthly 
benefit  amount.  Also  shown  are  summary  data 
for  metropolitan  and  nonmetropolitan  areas. 

Single  copies  of  Social  Security  Beneficiaries  in 
Metropolitan  Areas  1975  (HEW  Publication  No. 
(SSA)  77-1 1929)  are  available  from  the  Publica¬ 
tions  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics,  So¬ 
cial  Security  Administration,  Department  of 
Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Room  1120 
Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Av¬ 
enue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.,  20009  (tele¬ 
phone  (202)  673-5209).  (Robert  E.  Robinson, 

SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT 
OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone 

(202)  673-5576.) 

RETIREMENT  HISTORY  STUDY 
BASELINE  DATA 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  in  the 
Social  Security  Administration  has  published 
under  one  cover  baseline  data  from  the  Long¬ 
itudinal  Retirement  History  Study,  a  milestone 
in  the  Social  Security  Administration  research 
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program.  A  national  sample  of  11,115  persons 
aged  58-63  and  over  were  selected  to  participate 
in  the  10-year  study  of  the  retirement  process. 
They  were  interviewed  for  the  first  time  in  1969. 

Entitled  Almost  65:  Baseline  Data  from  the  Re¬ 
tirement  History  Study,  the  165-page  report  pro¬ 
vides  information  on  the  survey  participants 
work-lives,  health,  living  arrangements,  financial 
resources  and  assets,  expenditures,  and  retire¬ 
ment  plans. 

Single  copies  of  Almost  65:  Baseline  Data  from 
the  Retirement  History  Study  (HEW  Publication  No. 
(SSA)  76-1 1806)  are  available  from  the  Publica¬ 
tions  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics,  So¬ 
cial  Security  Administration,  Room  1120,  Uni¬ 
versal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Av¬ 
enue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009.  The  re¬ 
port  can  also  be  purchased  for  $2.40  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402, 
GPO  Stock  No.  017-070-00291-9.  (Robert  E. 
Robinson,  social  security  administration, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WEL¬ 
FARE,  telephone  (202)  673-5209.) 


LABOR  FORCE  AND  UNEMPLOYMENT 
ESTIMATES  FOR  SUBNATIONAL  AREAS 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  recently 
begun  publication  of  labor  force  and  un¬ 
employment  estimates  for  the  50  States,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  of  Columbia,  and  some  200  metropolitan 
areas  on  a  monthly  and  quarterly  schedule. 
Monthly  data  are  published  in  Employment  and 
Earnings  and  monthly  and  quarterly  data  are 
published  in  an  advance  press  release  available 
from  the  Bureau  about  the  middle  of  each 
month. 

The  data  are  the  product  of  a  Federal-State 
cooperative  program  in  which  State  employment 
security  agencies  prepare  labor  force,  employ¬ 
ment,  and  unemployment  estimates  using  con¬ 
cepts,  definitions,  and  technical  procedures  es¬ 
tablished  by  the  Bureau.  The  estimating 
methodology  is  described  in  the  BLS  Handbook  of 
Methods,  Bulletin  1910  (1976). 

In  addition,  labor  force  and  employment  esti¬ 
mates  for  metropolitan  areas,  counties,  cities, 
and  other  small  areas  have  been  prepared  for 
use  in  the  administration  of  various  Federal  eco¬ 
nomic  assistance  programs.  A  list  of  current  re- 
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ports  with  contents  and  prices  may  be  obtained 
from  the  National  Technical  Information  Serv¬ 
ice,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  5285  Port 
Royal  Road,  Springfield,  Va.  22161. 

Because  of  the  small  size  of  many  of  the  areas, 
as  well  as  the  limitations  of  the  data  inputs,  the 
estimates  are  subject  to  considerable  statistical 
error.  (Sylvia  Small,  bureau  of  labor  statis¬ 
tics,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR,  telephone  (202) 
523-1002.) 

EDUCATIONAL  AHAINMENT  OF  FEDERAL 
GENERAL  SCHEDULE  EMPLOYEES 

The  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commission  has  re¬ 
cently  released  a  report  entitled.  Educational  At¬ 
tainment  of  General  Schedule  Employees  by  Minority 
Group  and  Sex.  This  is  a  monograph  on  the  edu¬ 
cational  backgrounds  of  Federal  General  Sched¬ 
ule  employees,  by  minority  and  non-minority 
group  and  by  sex,  as  of  August  31,  1975. 

The  study  covers  employees  under  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Schedule  and  similar  pay  systems,  a  classifi¬ 
cation  approximately  equivalent  to  Federal  civil¬ 
ian  white-collar  workers  other  than  those  in  the 
U.S.  Postal  Service.  Not  included  are  employees 
of  the  National  Security  Agency,  the  Central  In¬ 
telligence  Agency,  and  a  few  smaller  agencies  in 
the  Executive  Branch.  Only  full-time  permanent 
employees  are  included  in  the  study  population, 
which  is  thus  a  relatively  homogeneous  group  of 
career  white-collar  Federal  employees.  This  is 
not  a  sample  survey;  it  is  based  on  approximately 
1.16  million  employee  records  from  the  Civil 
Service  Commission’s  Central  Personal  Data  File 
(CPDF). 

The  report  was  designed  as  an  Equal  Employ¬ 
ment  Opportunity  study;  thus  the  data  are  pre¬ 
sented,  for  men  and  women  employees  sepa¬ 
rately,  within  the  following  mutually  exclusive 
groups:  Black,  Spanish-surnamed,  American 
Indian,  Oriental,  and  Employees  other  than 
minority. 

Data  for  men  and  women  employees  within 
these  five  groups  are  presented  for  the  following 
educational  levels:  Less  than  high  school 
graduate,  high  school  graduate  (no  additional 
training  or  education),  training  beyond  high 
school  (other  than  academic  college),  1  year  or 
less  of  college,  2  to  4  years  of  college  (no 
bachelor’s  degree),  bachelor’s  degree  (no 
graduate  study),  and  graduate  study. 
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Educational  attainment  is  cross-tabulated  by 
General  Schedule  grade  group  and  by  occupa¬ 
tional  category.  Detailed  analyses  are  presented, 
including  data  on  college  graduate  employees 
with  regard  to  GS  grade  attained  and  leading 
occupations.  Displays  are  included  for  men  and 
women  college  graduates,  separately,  within 
each  of  the  minority  and  non-minority  groups. 

Inquiries  regarding  the  study  can  be  directed 
to  Special  Employment  Programs  Section,  Man¬ 
power  Statistics  Division,  Bureau  of  Manpower 
Information  Systems,  U.S.  Civil  Service  Commis¬ 
sion,  Washington,  D.C.  20415.  Copies  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office  for  $1.45, 
GPO  Stock  No.  006-00-0923-9.  (Ann  Carmel, 
U.S.  CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION,  telephone  (202) 
632-6245.) 


VOTER  PARTICIPATION  IN 
NOVEMBER  1976 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  recently  issued 
a  report  entitled  “Voter  Participation  in 
November  1976  (Advance  Report).’’  This  report 
presents  statistics  on  the  characteristics  of  per¬ 
sons  who  registered  and  voted  in  the  Presidential 
election  of  November  1976. 

The  reported  voter  turnout  rate  was  4  per¬ 
centage  points  lower  in  the  Presidential  election 
of  1976  (59.2%)  than  in  1972  (63.0%)  and  10 
percentage  points  lower  than  in  1964.  (The 
“true”  voter  turnout  was  somewhat  lower  than 
that  reported  in  household  surveys.)  Most  of  the 
decline  in  voter  participation  occurred  in  the 
North  and  West  regions  where  participation  de¬ 
clined  by  12  percentage  points  for  Whites  and 
about  20  percentage  points  for  Blacks.  In  south¬ 
ern  States,  Blacks  had  about  the  same  rate  of 
participation  in  1976  as  in  1964.  The  rate  did  not 
decline  for  Whites  living  in  the  South  between 
1976  and  1972,  however,  the  rate  was  slightly 
lower  in  1976  than  in  1964.  Reported  voter  par¬ 
ticipation  rates  had  been  somewhat  higher  in  the 
South  for  both  White  and  Black  persons  in  1968. 

Even  though  registration  was  lower  in  1976 
than  in  previous  Presidential  elections,  the  vot¬ 
ing  turnout  level  of  those  who  registered  was 
slightly  higher  than  in  1972.  A  special  effort  to 
register  young  voters  in  1972,  following  the  en¬ 
franchisement  of  persons  18  to  20  years  old  in  all 
States,  may  have  been  responsible  for  the  higher 
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registration  level  of  young  persons  in  that  year 
than  in  1976.  Eighty-nine  percent  of  the  regis¬ 
tered  persons  reported  that  they  had  cast  a  ballot 
in  1976,  compared  with  87%  in  1972;  but  the 
levels  for  both  these  years  were  lower  than  in 
1968  when  91%  of  the  registered  persons  re¬ 
ported  that  they  had  voted. 

Copies  of  the  report,  “Voter  Participation  in 
November  1976  (Advance  Report)”,  Current 
Population  Reports,  Series  P-20,  No.  304,  are  for 
sale  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing. Office,  Washington, 
D.C.  20402  for  35  cents  or  at  Commerce  De¬ 
partment  district  offices.  (Larry  E.  Stuer, 

BUREAU  OF  CENSUS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE, 

telephone  (301)  763-5050.) 


OCTOBER  1975  SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT  REPORT 

A  report  presenting  data  from  the  October 
1975  Current  Population  Survey  on  school  en¬ 
rollment  was  recently  released  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census.  Data  on  school  enrollment  patterns 
are  presented  by  demographic  and  socioeco¬ 
nomic  characteristics  such  as  age,  race,  sex,  mari¬ 
tal  status,  living  arrangements,  and  metropolitan 
residence. 

The  number  of  persons  age  3  to  34  years  who 
were  enrolled  in  school  in  October  1975  was 
about  61  million,  which  represents  an  increase  of 
about  710,000  students  in  one  year.  Enrollment 
in  colleges  by  students  under  35  increased  by 
10%  over  the  enrollment  in  the  preceding  year; 
however,  enrollment  in  elementary  schools  con¬ 
tinued  its  recent  decline.  In  grades  1  through  8 
enrollment  decreased  by  2%  between  1974  and 
1975. 

Increases  in  college  enrollment  were  especially 
large  among  women  and  Black  students.  Women 
increased  their  enrollment  by  about  44%  be¬ 
tween  1970  and  1975,  while  men  increased  by 
about  21%.  This  gain  was  partially  accounted  for 
by  the  substantial  rise  in  the  number  of  older 
women  attending  college.  The  enrollment  of 
Black  students  increased  about  80%  in  the  same 
period  as  White  students  increased  by  about 
25%.  Both  women  and  Black  students,  however, 
have  a  higher  drop-out  rate  than  White  males 
although  the  gap  is  narrowing  with  more  women 
and  Black  students  completing  college. 
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Copies  of  the  report,  “School  Enrollment — 
Social  and  Economic  Characteristics  of  Students: 
October  1975,”  Current  Population  Reports,  Series 
P-20,  No.  303  (73  pp.,  $1.75)  may  be  purchased 
from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  or  from  Commerce  Department  district 
offices.  (Rosalind  Bruno,  bureau  of  the  cen¬ 
sus,  DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE,  telephone  (301) 
763-5050.) 

HANDBOOK  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS,  1 976 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  released 
the  1976  edition  of  the  Handbook  of  Labor  Statis¬ 
tics.  The  365-page  indexed  volume  contains  168 
statistical  tables  on  labor  force,  employment,  un¬ 
employment,  hours,  productivity,  compensation, 
prices,  living  conditions,  unions,  industrial  rela¬ 
tions,  occupational  injuries,  national  income, 
and  foreign  labor  conditions. 

The  volume  supplements  the  1975  Reference 
edition  which  contains  complete  historical  data. 
In  general,  each  table  in  the  1976  Handbook  be¬ 
gins  with  1967  data  and  runs  through  calendar 
year  1975.  For  many  tables,  monthly  figures  are 
shown  for  1974  and  1975.  A  short  technical  note 
describes  the  source  and  limitation  of  each 
series. 

The  Handbook  of  Labor  Statistics,  1976,  Bulletin 
1905  may  be  purchased  for  $4.30  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Govern¬ 
ment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402, 
or  from  the  BLS  regional  offices.  (James  A. 
McCall,  bureau  of  labor  statistics,  depart¬ 
ment  OF  LABOR,  telephone  (202)  523-1090.) 

1 975  HUD  STATISTICAL  YEARBOOK 

The  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  De¬ 
velopment  has  recently  published  the  1975  HUD 
Statistical  Yearbook.  This  Yearbook  contains  statis¬ 
tical  and  financial  information  on  the  programs 
and  activities  of  the  Department,  including  the 
characteristics  of  the  properties  and  projects,  as 
well  as  the  socioeconomic  characteristics  of  the 
recipients  of  the  programs. 

Information  on  the  housing  programs  in¬ 
cludes  data  on  the  volume  of  mortgage  insur¬ 
ance  written,  type  of  financing,  terminations  of 
insurance,  disposition  of  acquired  properties, 
and  claims  data.  Data  on  the  Low-Income  Hous¬ 
ing  programs  (public  housing),  the  Section  8 
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program,  and  the  Housing  Rehabilitation  Loan 
program  are  also  shown. 

Occupancy  data  and  financial  statements  are 
presented  for  Low-Income  Housing,  Section 
232-Nursing  Homes,  236-Rental  Housing  As¬ 
sistance,  and  Rent  Supplement  Housing  pro¬ 
grams. 

In  the  urban  development  area,  data  for  the 
first  year  of  funding  under  the  Community  De¬ 
velopment  Block  Grant  program  is  presented  as 
well  as  activity  under  the  Comprehensive  Plan¬ 
ning  Assistance  program. 

Government  National  Mortgage  Association 
(GNMA)  activities  under  their  special  assistance 
and  mortgage  purchasing  functions  are  in¬ 
cluded.  Information  is  also  provided  on  fair 
housing  and  equal  opportunity,  federal  disaster 
assistance.  Federal  flood,  and  crime  insurance 
and  urban  property  protection  and  reinsurance, 
interstate  land  sales  registration,  and  policy  de¬ 
velopment  and  research. 

A  section  of  the  Yearbook  is  devoted  to  gen¬ 
eral  statistics  related  to  housing  and  the  urban 
environment  including  urban  population 
characteristics,  households,  construction  index¬ 
es,  mortgage  financing  and  some  of  the  results  of 
the  1973  first  Annual  Housing  Survey.  (Robert 
E.  Ryan,  office  of  organization  and  manage¬ 
ment,  ASSISTANT  SECRETARY  FOR  ADMIN¬ 
ISTRATION,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND  URBAN 

DEVELOPMENT,  telephone  (202)  755-5190.) 


HEALTH  MANPOWER  DATA  BOOK 

The  National  Center  for  Health  Statistics  has 
recently  released  a  report  entitled.  Health  Man¬ 
power:  A  County  and  Metropolitan  Area  Data  Book, 
1972-75. 

This  report  offers  counts  of  professional  per¬ 
sons  actively  employed  in  nine  health  occupa¬ 
tions  within  the  Nation’s  counties  and  metropoli¬ 
tan  areas.  The  health  professionals  are  dentists, 
occupational  therapists,  optometrists,  pharma¬ 
cists,  physicians  (M.D.  and  D.O.),  podiatrists, 
registered  nurses,  and  veterinarians.  The  period 
for  which  these  data  are  applicable  ranges  from 
1972  through  1975,  depending  on  the  occupa¬ 
tion  reported. 

Single  copies  of  this  74-page  report  are  avail¬ 
able  free  of  charge  from  NCHS,  Room  8-20, 


5600  Fishers  Lane,  Rockville,  Maryland  20857, 
Attention:  M.  Flaer,  or  telephone  (301)  443- 
NCHS.  (Sandra  S.  Smith,  national  center  for 
HEALTH  STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE,  telephone  (301)  443- 
1200.) 


1976  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 

The  1976  edition  of  the  Statistical  Abstract  of  the 
United  States  has  been  released  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census.  This  97th  issue  of  summary  charac¬ 
teristics  features  more  than  1,500  tables  and 
charts  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects. 

A  new  feature  this  year  is  Appendix  III,  Statis¬ 
tical  Methodology  and  Reliability.  This  appendix 
attempts,  briefly  and  in  relatively  nontechnical 
language,  to  provide  the  user  of  the  statistics  in 
this  book  with  a  general  appreciation  of  some  of 
the  hazards  which  ought  to  be  kept  in  mind  when 
putting  the  data  to  work  and,  in  a  number  of 
specific  cases,  with  a  better  understanding  of 
how  the  data  were  collected,  a  measure  of  their 
validity,  and  references  to  further  readings. 
Plans  are  to  expand  this  appendix  in  future  edi¬ 
tions. 

Among  the  more  than  100  new  tables  intro¬ 
duced  this  year,  are  tables  devoted  specifically  to 
women  and  to  the  financial  problems  of  large 
cities.  The  former  include  data  on  characteristics 
of  female  family  heads,  contraceptive  status  of 
married  women  in  the  Armed  Forces,  income 
and  earnings  of  women,  women  below  the  p>ov- 
erty  level,  and  women-owned  firms.  The  latter 
include  finances  of  city  governments  by  popula¬ 
tion  size  and,  for  selected  large  cities:  Finances 
per  capita,  taxes  paid  by  families,  residential 
property  tax  rates,  and  city  government 
employment  and  payrolls.  Other  new  tables 
cover  malpractice  insurance  for  physicians  and 
surgeons,  sales  of  drugs  and  drug  products,  In¬ 
dochina  refugees,  revenue  losses  due  to  Federal 
tax  laws,  pesticides,  commercial  nuclear  power 
generation,  world  population  growth,  and  other 
subjects. 

Former  sections  33  and  34,  presenting  statis¬ 
tics  for  Federal  administrative  regions  and  for 
metropolitan  areas,  respectively,  are  omitted 
from  the  Abstract  beginning  with  this  edition. 
They  are  to  be  replaced  by  the  biennial  State  and 
Metropolitan  Area  Data  Book  which  will  be  an  ex¬ 
panded  version  of  those  sections.  The  first  edi- 
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tion  of  the  new  Data  Book  is  scheduled  for  is¬ 
suance  in  1978. 

Recent  Social  and  Economic  Trends,  a  reprint 
from  the  Statistical  Abstract,  contains  over  600 
items  profiling  current  trends  in  22  major  sub¬ 
ject  areas,  such  as  population,  welfare,  energy, 
environment,  prices,  etc.  This  reprint  of  the 
“Recent  Trends”  section  of  the  Abstract  can  be 
obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Docu¬ 
ments,  for  35  cents  per  copy  (discount  of  25%  on 
orders  of  100  copies  or  more  sent  to  the  same 
address). 

USA  Statistics  in  Brief,  a  pocket-size  summary  of 
socioeconomic  data  is  included  as  an  insert  in  the 
Abstract,  and  is  also  available  separately  for  35 
cents  each. 

The  Statistical  Abstract  of  the  United  States,  1976 
(1,050  pp.)  may  be  purchased  in  either  a 
clothbound  edition  ($10.50),  stock  number 
003-024-01 174-3,  or  paperbound  ($8.00),  stock 
number  003-024-01173-5,  from  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing 
Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (William 
Lerner,  bureau  oe  the  census,  department  of 
COMMERCE,  telephone  (301)  763-7024.) 

COMPUTER-BASED  PROCEDURE  REPORT 

Computer-Based  Procedure  for  the  N-Dimensional 
Adjustment  of  Data — NJUST,  a  recent  publication 
of  the  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration,  presents  a 
computer-based  technique  for  dealing  with  a 
class  of  statistical  adjustment  problems. 

The  technique  described  is  a  tool  for  reconcil¬ 
ing  inconsistencies  and  for  statistically  imputing 
missing  data  in  a  collection.  The  problems  to 
which  it  can  be  applied  often  appear  in  social 
science  research,  particularly  that  conducted  by 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Wel¬ 
fare.  The  report  describes  the  class  of  problems, 
the  computational  technique  used,  and  the  com¬ 
puter  program  which  implements  the  technique. 
It  includes  samples  illustrating  the  use  of  the 
technique  and  a  program  listing. 

Single  copies  of  Computer-Based  Procedure  for 
the  N-Dimensional  Adjustment  of  Data — NJUST 
(HEW  Publication  No.  (SSA)  76-11859)  are 
available  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of 
Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Adminis¬ 
tration,  Room  1121  Universal  North  Building, 
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1875  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington, 

D. C.  20009.  This  66-page  report  can  also  be  pur¬ 
chased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office  (Stock 
Number  017-070-00290-1)  for  $1.30.  (Robert 

E.  Robinson,  social  security  administration, 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WEL¬ 
FARE,  telephone  (202)  673-5576.) 

THIRTEENTH  ACTUARIAL  VALUATION  OF 
THE  RAILROAD  RETIREMENT  BOARD 

The  Railroad  Retirement  Board  has  recently 
released  the  report  of  the  thirteenth  actuarial 
valuation  of  the  railroad  retirement  program 
with  a  technical  supplement.  The  report  contains 
much  actuarial  and  statistical  data  relating  to  the 
age  and  service  of  railroad  employees,  rates  or 
retirement  for  age  or  disability,  rates  of  with¬ 
drawal,  rates  of  mortality  and  remarriage,  and 
the  family  composition  of  railroad  workers. 

This  is  the  first  valuation  which  has  been  made 
under  the  Railroad  Retirement  Act  of  1974  with 
12  valuations  having  been  made  under  the  Act  of 
1937.  The  complete  restructuring  of  the  railroad 
retirement  program,  which  was  accomplished  by 
the  Railroad  Retirement  Act  of  1974,  makes  it 
impossible  to  compare  the  results  of  this  valua¬ 
tion  with  the  results  of  the  preceding  ones. 

A  limited  number  of  copies  are  available  for 
distribution  without  charge  and  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  the  Office  of  Chief  Actuary,  U.S.  Rail¬ 
road  Retirement  Board,  844  Rush  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois  6061 1. 

EEOC  EMPLOYMENT  PROFILES  REPORT 

The  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Com¬ 
mission  (EEOC)  recently  released  Employment 
Profiles  of  Women  and  Minorities  in  23  Metropolitan 
Areas,  1974. 

This  report  analyzes  the  employment  patterns 
of  minorities  and  women  in  23  Standard  Met¬ 
ropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (SMSAs)  and  is  based 
on  reports  from  private  employers  (EEO-1  Re¬ 
ports)  and  State  and  local  governments  (EEO-4 
Reports).  For  each  SMSA,  EEO-1  data  are  pre¬ 
sented  for  1970  and  1974  and  EEO-4  data  for 
1974. 

The  23  SMSAs  include  Atlanta,  Baltimore, 
Birmingham,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Cleveland, 
Detroit,  El  Paso,  Fresno,  Houston,  Los 
Angeles-Long  Beach,  Memphis,  Miami,  Mobile, 
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New  Orleans,  New  York,  Newark,  Norfolk- 
Virginia  Beach-Portsmouth,  Philadelphia,  St. 
Louis,  San  Antonio,  San  Jose,  and  Tucson.  Com¬ 
bined,  the  23  SMSAs  cover  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  civilian  labor  force  of  the  United 
States  and  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  Nation’s 
minority  labor  force. 

Between  1970  and  1974,  minority  groups  and 
women  in  these  SMSAs  improved  their  partici¬ 
pation  in  the  higher  paying  occupations  in  the 
surveyed  private  sector  to  some  extent.  Despite 
this  progress,  the  gap  between  minority  and 
female  employment  patterns  and  that  of  white 
males  generally  continues  to  be  wide. 

Employment  Profiles  of  Women  and  Minorities  in 
23  Metropolitan  Areas,  1974  may  be  ordered  from 
the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  at  $3.75  a  copy.  The  stock  number  is 
052-003-00244-2.  A  limited  number  of  single 
copies  are  available  without  cost  from  the  Publi¬ 
cations  Unit,  Equal  Employment  Opportunity 
Commission,  2401  E  Street,  N.W’.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20506.  (Sarah  Leiter,  equal  employment 
OPPORTUNITY  COMMISSION,  telephone  (202) 
634-6490.) 

RECENT  UN  STATISTICAL 
OFFICE  PUBLICATIONS 

Recent  publications  of  the  Statistical  Office  of 
the  United  Nations  include:  United  Nations  Statis¬ 
tical  Pocketbook;  Classification  by  Broad  Economic 
Categories,  Defined  in  Terms  of  SITC,  Rev.  2;  Year¬ 
book  of  Construction  Statistics,  1963-1974;  Commod¬ 
ity  Trade  (by  Sea)  Statistics;  Yearbook  of  International 
Trade  Statistics,  1973;  and  Demographic  Yearbook, 
1973. 

Copies  may  be  purchased  from  the  Sales  Sec¬ 
tion,  United  Nations,  New  York,  New  York 
10017.  Government  agencies  should  request  the 
discount  to  which  they  are  entitled  as  it  is  not 
automatically  given.  In  ordering,  please  use  the 
sales  numbers  and  prices  which  are  shown  as 
part  of  each  description  below. 

United  Nations  Statistical  Pocketbook  (World 
Statistics  in  Brief)  (Statistical  Papers,  Series  V,  No. 
1.;  ix  +  243  pp.;  UN  Sales  No.  E.76.XVII.6.; 
$3.95).  This  is  the  first  issue  in  a  new  series  of 
annual  compilations  of  basic  international  statis¬ 
tics.  The  compilation  was  undertaken  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  General  Assembly  resolution  2626 


(XXV),  in  which  the  Secretary  General  was  re¬ 
quested,  inter  alia,  to  supply  adequate  basic  na¬ 
tional  data  that  would  increase  international 
public  awareness  of  countries’  development  ef¬ 
forts.  The  data  selected  from  the  wealth  of  in¬ 
ternational  statistical  information  compiled  reg¬ 
ularly  by  the  Statistical  Office  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  and  the  statistical  services  of  the  specialized 
agencies.  The  first  part  of  the  Pocketbook  con¬ 
tains  demographic,  economic,  and  social  statis¬ 
tics  for  the  world  as  a  whole,  selected  regions  of 
the  world,  and  major  countries.  The  second  part 
has  a  separate  page  for  each  of  139  countries, 
showing  important  and  frequently  consulted 
statistical  indicators.  This  Pocketbook  generally 
covers  the  years  1960,  1965,  1970  and  1973.  The 
statistics  included  have  appeared  previously  in 
United  Nations  publications  and,  for  each  year, 
are  those  most  recently  published  up  to  mid- 
1975.  Future  issues  of  the  Pocketbook,  planned 
as  an  annual  publication,  will  contain  more  cur¬ 
rent  statistics.  The  compact  size  of  the  Pock¬ 
etbook  (6"  X  4Vi"  X  250  pages)  makes  it  easily 
portable  or  easily  stored  in  the  home  library.  The 
data  have  been  standardized  as  far  as  possible  so 
that  comparisons  between  countries  and  regions 
are  simplified.  Also,  notes  and  footnotes  have 
been  reduced  to  a  minimum. 

Classification  by  Broad  Economic  Categories,  De¬ 
fined  in  Terms  of  SITC,  Rev.  2  (Statistical  Papers, 
Series  M,  No.  53,  Rev.  1;  xi  -f-  53  pp.;  UN  Sales 
No.  E.76.XV1I.7;  $4.00).  The  United  Nations 
Statistical  Commission,  having  recognized  the 
growing  need  for  international  trade  statistics 
analyzed  by  broad  economic  categories,  in  1965 
recommended  that  data  on  large  economic 
classes  of  commodities  of  imports  and  exports, 
distinguishing  food,  industrial  supplied,  capital 
equipment,  consumer  durables  and  consumer 
nondurables,  should  be  compiled  for  each  re¬ 
porting  country  and  for  the  world  and  principal 
regions  to  supplement  the  summary  data  already 
compiled  on  the  basis  of  the  sections  of  the 
Standard  International  Trade  Classification 
(SITC).  The  Classification  by  Broad  Economic 
Categories  (BEG)  is  composed  of  nineteen 
categories  designed  to  meet  not  only  the  needs  of 
the  Commission,  individual  countries  and  inter¬ 
national  organizations,  but  also  to  provide  ele¬ 
ments  in  the  BEC  which  would  enable  users  to 
obtain  aggregates  as  comparable  as  possible  with 
those  for  the  three  basic  classes  in  the  System  of 
National  Accounts  (SNA):  capital  goods,  inter- 
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mediate  goods  and  consumption  goods.  The 
BEC  was  originally  devised  mainly  for  use  by  the 
United  Nations  Statistical  Office  for  the  sum¬ 
marization  of  data  on  international  trade,  but  a 
further  purpose  was  to  develop  an  international 
classification  to  serve  as  a  guideline  for  national 
classifications  of  imports  according  to  broad 
economic  categories.  The  BEC  was  designed  to 
serve  as  a  means  for  converting  data  compiled  on 
the  SITC  to  meaningful  aggregates  for  purposes 
of  economic  analysis  of  the  uses  to  which  goods 
are  put,  based  on  the  SNA  concepts.  In  studying 
national  economic  problems  and/or  similar  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  world  or  of  a  region,  external  trade 
statistics,  being  an  important  component  of  gen¬ 
eral  economic  statistics,  had  to  be  considered 
jointly  with  other  components  such  as  various 
elements  of  national  accounts,  industrial  statis¬ 
tics,  etc.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  have  a 
common  basis  for  classifying  the  various  aspects 
of  general  economic  statistics,  including  external 
trade  statistics.  The  BEC  is  an  attempt  to  devise  a 
classification  of  external  trade  statistics  for  this 
purpose.  It  was  originally  issued  in  1971,  de¬ 
fined  in  terms  of  the  Standard  International 
Trade  Classification,  Revised.  The  present  revi¬ 
sion  of  BEC  is  defined  in  terms  of  SITC,  Rev.  2. 

Yearbook  of  Construction  Statistics,  1965-1974. 
(Statistical  Papers,  Series  U,  No.  3.;  246  pp.;  UN 
Sales  No.  E.76.XVII.8.;  Clothbound,  $18.00). 
This  is  the  third  issue  in  a  series  of  annual  compi¬ 
lations  of  statistics  on  construction  activity,  rep¬ 
resenting  data  for  113  countries  and  territories. 
The  national  tables  contain,  in  principle,  two  dif¬ 
ferent  sets  of  data.  The  first  are  estimates  from 
annual  surveys  of  units  engaged  in  construction. 
The  second  are  derived  from  information  col¬ 
lected  by  local  authorities  for  regulatory  or  con¬ 
trol  purposes.  The  following  items  are  covered: 
general  indicators  of  activity,  fixed  assets,  per¬ 
mits  authorized  for  building  and  dwelling  con¬ 
struction  and  building  construction  and  dwell¬ 
ings  completed.  In  addition,  an  international 
table  is  included  on  index  numbers  of  construc¬ 
tion  activity  by  countries. 

Commodity  Trade  (by  Sea)  Statistics.  Results  of  a 
Pilot  Study  in  Maritime  Transport  for  the  Years 
1966-1968;  Analysis  by  type  of  goods  moved  during 
1966-1968  between  regions  of  the  world  (Statistical 
Papers,  Series  D,  Vol.  XVI-XVIII,  No.  2.;  xxxii 
+  315  pp.;  UN  Sales  No.  E.76.XVII.9.;  $17.00). 
This  publication  contains  sample  results  of  a 
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pilot  study  carried  out  by  the  Statistical  Office 
with  a  view  of  making  a  comprehensive  analysis 
of  the  network  of  goods  movement  in  maritime 
transport.  The  study  is  based  on  statistical  in¬ 
formation  regularly  made  available  by  Govern¬ 
ments.  In  this  publication,  goods  traded  interna¬ 
tionally  are  classified  into  35  categories  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  general  characteristics  of  their  ocean 
carriage  (for  example,  types  of  bulk  cargo — dry 
or  liquid;  kinds  of  general  cargo  and  so  forth). 
Coastlines  of  the  world  are  divided  into  29  re¬ 
gions.  The  tabulations,  which  follow  a  lengthy 
introductory  text,  give  the  details  of  goods  flow 
between  regions  analysed  by  type  of  goods;  these 
consist  of  40  square  matrices,  of  29  by  29  re¬ 
gions,  each  of  which  relates  to  either  one  of  the 
35  commodity  categories  or  a  certain  meaningful 
matrix  of  their  aggregation  at  a  higher  level. The 
main  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  public,  particularly  the  people  in 
the  shipping  world,  to  the  fact  that  the  types  of 
commodity  data  which  have  been  considered  ur¬ 
gently  needed  can  be  produced  with  adequate 
accuracy  by  the  methods  described  in  the  publi¬ 
cation.  Given  adequate  resources  and  a  reason¬ 
able  amount  of  time,  the  detailed  information  at 
its  data  base  level  whose  sample  presentation  is 
given  in  this  publication  may  be  brought  up  to 
date. 


Yearbook  of  International  Trade  Statistics,  1975. 
Vol.  I,  Trade  by  County  (Statistical  Papers,  Series 
G,  No.  24,  1077  pp.)  and  Vol.  II,  Trade  by  Com¬ 
modity;  Commodity  Matrix  Tables  (Statistical  Pa¬ 
pers,  Series  G.,  No.  24,  Add.  1,  735  pp.;  UN 
Sales  No.  E.76.XVII.10,  Vol.  I  and  II;  $50.00  for 
both  volumes;  not  sold  separately).  This  twenty- 
fourth  issue  provides  the  basic  information  for 
individual  countries’  external  trade  performance 
in  terms  of  overall  trends  in  current  value  as  well 
as  in  volume  and  price,  the  importance  of  trad¬ 
ing  partners  and  the  significance  of  individual 
commodities  imported  and  exported.  Volume  I 
contains  detailed  data  for  individual  countries  or 
areas  and  basic  summary  tables  showing,  inter 
alia,  the  contribution  of  the  trade  of  each  coun¬ 
try  to  the  trade  of  its  region  and  of  the  world, 
analysing  the  flow  of  trade  between  countries 
and  describing  the  fluctuations  in  the  prices  at 
which  goods  moved  internationally.  The  sum¬ 
mary  tables  are:  world  trade  by  regions  and 
countries  or  areas;  world  trade  by  commodity 
classes  and  regions;  index  numbers  by  commod- 
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ity  classes;  exports  of  market  economies:  current 
values,  unit  value  and  quantum  indexes;  and 
index  numbers  by  regions:  quantum,  unit  value 
and  terms  of  trade.  Volume  II  contains  commod¬ 
ity  tables  showing  the  total  economic  world  trade 
of  certain  commodities  analysed  by  regions  and 
countries,  and  commodity  matrix  tables.  This 
Yearbook  contains  annual  statistics  for  149  coun¬ 
tries,  the  latest  years  available  between  1966  and 
1975  being  shown  for  each.  The  analysis  by 
commodity  of  imports  and  exports  is  according 
to  the  Standard  International  Trade  Classifica¬ 
tion,  Revised  (SITC,  Revised). 

Demographic  Yearbook,  1975  (Statistical  Papers, 
Series  R,  No.  4.;  1118  pp.;  UN  Sales  No. 
E/F.76.XIII.1;  Clothbound,  $42.00;  pa- 
perbound,  $34.00).  This  is  the  twenty-seventh 
issue  of  a  comprehensive  compilation  of  interna¬ 


tional  demographic  statistics,  including  for  over 
200  countries  or  areas  of  the  world  available  data 
on  population  size,  natality,  mortality,  nuptiality, 
and  divorce.  This  issue  features  natality  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  subject  and  presents  a  summary  of  natality, 
detailed  data  on  natality  by  age  of  mother,  by 
birth  order  and  by  age  of  father,  live  births  by 
type,  weight  and  gestational  age  and  legitimate 
fertility  by  age  of  parents  and  duration  of  mar¬ 
riage.  Also  included  are  tables  of  foetal  mortal¬ 
ity,  legally  induced  abortions,  and  female  popu¬ 
lation  by  number  of  children.  Four  new  tables 
present  maternal  deaths  and  maternal  mortality 
rates,  selected  derived  measures  of  natality,  live 
births  by  birth  weight,  and  live  births  by  gesta¬ 
tional  age.  Urban  and  rural  components  of  most 
statistics  are  shown  whenever  possible.  Technical 
notes  to  each  table  are  included. 
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FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 

Division  of  Research  and  Statistics:  James  L.  Kichline,  for¬ 
merly  an  Associate  Director  has  been  promoted  to  Director 
of  the  Division.  Jospeh  S.  Zeisel,  formerly  an  Associate  Di¬ 
rector  has  been  promoted  to  Deputy  Director  in  the  Divi¬ 
sion.  Edward  C.  Ettin,  formerly  Senior  Research  Division 
Officer  has  been  promoted  to  an  Associate  Director  in  the 
Division.  Richard  H.  Pcckett,  formerly  Chief  of  the  Capi¬ 
tal  Markets  Section,  has  been  promoted  to  an  Assistant  Re¬ 
search  Division  Officer  in  the  Division.  James  B.  Eckert, 
formerly  an  AsstKiate  Research  Division  Officer,  has  been 
promoted  to  Senior  Research  Division  Officer.  Roc;er  E. 
Craine,  Economist  in  the  Special  Studies  Section,  has  been 
promoted  to  Senior  Economist  in  that  Section. 

The  followinj^  research  officers  have  recently  had  title 
changes  which  do  not  represent  a  promotion  or  change  in 
status:  Eleanor  J.  Stockwell,  Senior  Research  Division  Of¬ 
ficer;  John  J.  Mingo,  J.  Cortland,  G.  Peret,  Helmut  F. 
W’endel,  James  r.  Wetzel,  Associate  Research  Division  Of¬ 
ficers;  James  M.  Brlndy,  Jared  J.  Enzler,  Robert  M. 
Fisher  and  Stephen  P.  Taylor,  Assistant  Research  Division 
Officers. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION, 

AND  WELFARE 

National  Center  for  Health  Statistics:  Robert  Huber  is  now 
Associate  Director  for  Management.  He  was  formerly  Dep¬ 
uty  AsscKiate  Director  for  Management.  Robert  Quave  has 
joined  the  staff  as  Deputy  Associate  Director  for  Manage¬ 


ment.  He  was  formerly  administrative  officer.  Office  of  the 
Administrator,  Health  Resources  Administration.  Helen  E. 
Barbano  has  recently  joined  the  staff  as  statistician  with  the 
Survey  Planning  and  Development  Branch,  Division  of 
Health  Examination  Statistics.  She  was  formerly  a  statistician 
with  the  Center  for  Epidemiologic  Studies,  Division  of 
Biometry  and  Epidemiology,  National  Institute  of  Mental 
Health. 

U.S  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  COMMISSION 

Martin  Hershkowitz  has  been  appointed  to  the  position 
of  Director  of  the  Office  of  Data  Systems. 

AWARDS 

Thomas  B.  Jabine,  Chief  Mathematical  Statistician  for  the 
Social  Security  Administration,  has  been  awarded  the  Com¬ 
missioner’s  Citation,  the  highest  award  given  by  the  agency. 
He  was  honored  “for  innovative  consultative  services  to  all 
the  SSA  and  for  exceptional  leadership  in  fostering  con¬ 
tinued  high  statistical  standards  in  the  Office  of  Research 
and  Statistics.” 

Joan  R.  Rosenblatt,  Supervisory  Mathematician,  Statisti¬ 
cal  Engineering  Section,  Applied  Mathematics  Division  of 
the  National  Bureau  of  Standards,  received  a  Gold  Medal 
Award  from  the  Department  of  Commerce.  The  award  was 
presented  “for  rare  and  outstanding  contributions  of  major 
significance  to  the  Department,  the  Nation,  or  the  world.” 
The  Gold  Medal  is  the  Department’s  highest  employee 
honor. 
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NEW  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  EORMS 


The  following  listing  gives  brief  descriptions 
of  a  selected  group  of  new  reporting  plans  and 
forms  approved  between  January  14  and  Feb¬ 
ruary  2,  1977  by  the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  under  the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Re¬ 
ports  Act.  The  description  refers  to  surveys  and 
data  collection  programs  which  are  just  being 
started  or  are  soon  to  be  started  so  results  are  not 
yet  available. 

Correction. — Last  month  the  sample  size  for  the 
1977  National  Travel  Survey  was  reported  in¬ 
correctly.  The  correct  sample  size  for  this  survey 
is  approximately  25,000  households. 


Department  of  Agriculture 

Forest  Service 

Forest  Industry  Survey — 1976  (singletime). — 
This  study  focuses  on  the  primary  forest  product 
manufacturers  in  California,  Oregon,  and  Wash¬ 
ington.  The  objectives  are  to  determine  the  raw 
material  requirements,  disposition  of  mill  resi¬ 
dues,  and  characteristics  of  the  forest  industries 
of  the  three  States.  This  information  will  enable 
the  Forest  Service  to  develop  an  annual  balance 
sheet  with  the  timber  cut  for  forest  products  as¬ 
sessed  against  the  size  of  the  inventory  and  the 
replenishment  of  this  inventory  by  growth.  The 
study  will  supply  data  beginning  with  log  flow 
through  mill  residue  production,  thus  providing 
the  final  accounting  of  the  utilization  of  the 
wood  fiber  resource.  Opportunities  for  in¬ 
creased  future  utilization  are  also  identified. 
(For  further  information;  Duane  Van  Hooser, 
FOREST  SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE, 

telephone  (202)  447-2600.) 

Statistical  Reporting  Service 

Wheat  Variety  Survey  (Kansas)  (annual). — There 
is  a  high  correlation  betw'een  wheat  variety  and 
wheat  quality  (protein  content  and  milling 
characteristics);  therefore,  it  is  important  that 
the  wheat  industry  in  Kansas  know  which  var¬ 
ieties  are  being  grown  and  the  geographic  loca¬ 
tion  of  these  varieties.  The  Kansas  Wheat  Indus- 
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try  promotes  high  quality  varieties  for  both 
domestic  use  and  export,  and  with  nearly  two- 
third  of  the  Kansas  Wheat  crop  exported,  it  is 
important  that  high  quality  wheat  be  offered  for 
sale  if  Kansas  is  to  remain  competitive  in  world 
markets.  This  study  will  show  the  distribution  of 
the  important  winter  wheat  varieties  in  Kansas 
by  districts  and  counties,  and  how  rapidly  and 
extensively  new  varieties  are  being  adopted.  (For 
further  information;  M.  E.  Johnson,  statisti¬ 
cal  REPORTING  SERVICE,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AG¬ 
RICULTURE,  telephone  (913)  234-8661.) 


Department  of  Health,  Education 
and  Welfare 

National  Institutes  of  Health 

Study  of  Incidence,  Prevalence,  and  Economic  Im¬ 
pact  of  Stroke  (singletime). — This  nationwide 
study  will  survey  a  sample  of  acute  care  general 
hospitals  and  patients  discharged  from  those 
hospitals  under  a  diagnosis  of  stroke.  The  study 
is  part  of  a  larger  effort  which  has  already  inves¬ 
tigated  incidence,  prevalence  and  costs  of  interc- 
ranial  neoplasms,  multiple  sclerosis,  and  heart 
and  spinal  cord  injury.  (For  further  information; 
Fred  Weinfeld,  national  institutes  of 
HEALTH,  DHEW,  telephone  (301)  496-4106.) 

Office  of  Long-Term  Care, 

U.S.  Public  Health  Service 

Long-term  Care  Facility  Improvement  Campaign- 
Patient  Appraisal  and  Care  Evaluation 
(monthly). — This  study  is  designed  to  determine 
whether  a  uniform  approach  to  planning  for 
administering,  and  evaluating  care  delivered  in 
nursing  homes  and  intermediate  care  facilities, 
can  be  developed.  Approximately  250  facilities 
will  be  involved  in  this  feasibility  study,  which 
will  ultimately  also  include  approximately  4000 
patients.  Independent  patient  assessments  will 
be  made  on  a  frequent  basis  to  verify  patient 
progress  reports.  The  study  will  be  conducted 
over  a  12-month  period.  (For  further  informa¬ 
tion;  Claire  Ryder,  u.s.  public  health  service, 
DHEW,  telephone  (301)  443-6584.) 
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OTHER  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  FORMS 


Shown  below,  by  agency,  is  a  list  of  new  reports 
approved  between  January  14  and  February  2, 
1977,  excluding  those  described  above.  Requests 
for  copies  of  these  reports  should  be  addressed 
to  the  public  reports  clearance  officer  of  the 
sponsoring  agency.  A  list  of  agency  clearance  of¬ 
ficers  may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  Marsha 
Traynham,  Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of 
Management  and  Budget,  Washington,  D.C. 
20503. 

During  January  approximately  92  forms 
reached  their  expiration  dates  and  are  no  longer 
approved  for  use. 

DEP.ARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Agriculture  Outkxtk  Readership  Survey 

DEPARl  MENT  OF  COMMERCE 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Finances  (School  Systems) 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  Municipal  or 
Township  Finances 

1977  Census  of  Government — Survey  of  DKal  Govern¬ 
ment  Finances  (Special  Agencies) 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Finances  (School  Building  Agencies) 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Finances  (Supplementary  Letters) 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Finances  (Major  Special  Agencies) 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  County  Gov¬ 
ernment  Finances 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Finances  (LtKal  Retirement  Systems) 

1977  Census  of  Governments — Survey  of  State- 
Administered  Public  Employee  Retirement  Systems 
Annual  Demographic  Survey — March  1977 
Study  of  the  Economic  Impact  of  Sportfishing. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 

Great  Lakes  Shoreline  Property  Damage 

Citizens  Band  Questionnaire 

Plant  Equipment  Management  Survey 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH.  EDUCATION,  AND  WEL¬ 
FARE 

Evaluation  of  Upward  Bound;  A  Final  Follow-Up 
Pathology  Questionnaire 

Community  Mental  Health  Center  Monitoring  Package 
Statement  on  Death  and  Burial  Expenses  by  Funeral  Di¬ 
rector 

Assessment  of  Needs  for  .\dvanced  Education  of  State  and 
Local  Mental  Health  Professional  and  Administrative 
Staffs 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND  URBAN  DEVELOP¬ 
MENT 

Telephone  Interview  Guide  on  Community  Development 
BUxk  Grant  Environmental  Review 
Application  by  Public  Housing  Agency  for  Public  Housing 
Program 

Development  Cost  Budget  for  Public  Housing  Program 
Preliminary  Site  Report  by  Public  Housing  Agency 
Depository  Bank  Acceptance  and  Confirmation  Statement 
Project  Summary  Form  (Committee  on  the  Challenges  of 
Modern  Society — Modular  Integrated  Utility  Systems 
Project) 

Protective  Insurance  Payments  Demonstration: 
Mortgagor  Application  Form 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
Retail  Level  Drug  Sample 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 
Industrial  Price  Revision  Pilot 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 
Reception  Facility  Survey 

Resurfacing,  Restoration,  and  Rehabilitation  of  Com¬ 
pleted  Sections  on  the  Interstate  System  Cost  Estimate 
Regulations  Governing  Proposed  Transactions  Submitted 
to  The  Secretary  of  Transportation  Under  Section 
5(3)(F)  of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Act 

ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY 

Data  Requirements  for  the  Growth  Effects  of  Major  Land 
Use  Projects  1 1  Study 
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SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR 
PRINCIPAL  FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 

April  1977 

Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsi-  month  covering  release  dates  for  the  following 
hie  for  the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  month.  The  indicators  are  identified  by  the  title 

Federal  Government  are  given  below.  These  are  of  the  releases  in  which  they  are  included;  the 

target  dates  that  will  be  met  in  the  majority  of  source  agency;  the  release  identification  number 

cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may  be  able  to  release  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Conditions  Di¬ 

data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be  forced  by  unavoida-  gest  series  number  for  all  BCD  series  included, 
ble  compilation  problems  to  release  a  report  one  or  more  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  information 
days  later.  for  additional  series  can  be  found  in  publications 

.  ...  .  u  of  the  sponsoring  agencies. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  ^ 

(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 


Dntf  Suhffct  Datf  for 

April  1  The  Employment  Situation  (Press  release)  Bureau 
of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  (1,  21,  37,  40-44, 

91,  340,  341,  442,  444-448,  451-453) . March 

1  Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  and  Orders,  Census 

M4-A  . February 

1  Construction  Expenditures  (Press  release).  Census, 

C-30  (69) . February 

1  Quarterly  Financial  Report  for  Manufacturing  Corporations, 

Federal  Trade  Commission . 4  Q  ’76 

5  Open  Market  Money  Rates  and  Bond  Prices,  Federal 

Reserve  Board  (FRB),  G.  13 . March 

5  Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  G.  19  (66,  113)  . February 

5  Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release).  Census, 

BW  . February 

6  Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.2  (72,  112)  . Week  Ending  March  30 

7  Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

107,  108) . Week  Ending  March  30 

7  Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 

Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.1  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  April  6 
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Datr 


Suhjtft 


Data  Fur 


April  7 
11 

13 

14 

14 

15 
15 

15 

15 

18 

19 

19 

20 

20 

20 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

25 


Wholesale  Price  Index  (Press  release), 

BLS  (330-334)  . March 


Advance  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  Release), 

Census  (54)  . March 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.2  (72,  1 12) . Week  Ending  April  6 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85, 

102,  107,  108)  . Week  Ending  April  6 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.1  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  April  13 


Food  Assistance  Programs  Results  (Agriculture)  . February 

Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  G.  12.3 
(47,  73-76) . March 

Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales,  Bureau 
of  Economic  Analysis  (BEA)  (31,  56,  71)  . Februarv 

Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year  Mortgages, 

HUD  (118) . April  1 

Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20 
(28,  29) . March 

Personal  Income,  BEA  (52,  53) . March 

Output,  Capacity,  and  Capacity  Utilization, 

FRB,  G.3  (82,  84) . March 


Gross  National  Product  (Preliminary),  BEA 
(200,  205,  210) . 1  Q  *77 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.2  (72,  112) . Week  Ending  April  13 

Revised  Corporate  Profits  and  National  Income, 

BEA . 4  Q  76 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

107,  108) . Week  Ending  .April  13 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.1  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  .April  20 

Consumer  Price  Index  (Press  release),  BLS 
(320-322) . March 

Real  Earnings  (Press  release),  BLS  (341) . March 

Advance  Report  on  Durable  Goods,  Manufacturers’ 

Shipments  and  Orders  (Press  release).  Census  M3-1, 

(6,  24,  25,  96,  548)  . March 


Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury  Bulletin 
(115,  116)  . February 
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Dnte 


Subject 


Data  For 


April  26 
27 

27 

27 

28 
28 

28 

28 

28 

29 

29 

29 

29 


Housing  Vacancies  (Press  release).  Census, 

H-111  (857) . 1  Q  77 

Productivity  and  Costs  in  Private  Business, 

Nonfarm  Business,  and  Manufacturing  Sectors 

(Press  release),  BLS . IQ  77 

Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Census,  FT-900 
(602,  612) . March 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 
(72,  112) . . . Week  Ending  April  20 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102, 

107,  108) . Week  Ending  April  20 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition 
Statement  of  Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB, 

H.4.1  (93,  94) . Week  Ending  April  27 

Composite  Indexes  of  Leading,  Coincident,  and  Lagging 

Indicators  (Press  release),  BEA  . February-March 

Merchandise  Trade  Balance,  Balance  of  Payments 
Basis,  BEA,  (536,  537) . 1  Q  77 

Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release), 

BLS  (2,  3,  4)  . March 

Defense  Indicators,  BEA,  (525) . March 


Agricultural  Prices,  Agriculture . Mid- April 

Major  Collective  Bargaining  Settlements  (Press  release), 

BLS  (348,  349) . 1  Q  77 

Work  Stoppages  (Press  Release),  BLS . March 
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AGENCY  REPRESENTATIVES  FOR  DISTRIBUTION 
AND  NEWS  ITEMS 


Telephone 

Agriculture:  Donald  W.  Barrowman  447-6201 

Statistical  Reporting  Service 
Commerce:  John  Wearmouth  (distribution 

only)  337-4233 

Office  of  Publications 
Alternate:  Tim  Coss  377-4233 

Census:  Harold  Nisselson  763-2462 

Larry  Hartke  (news  items)  763-7454 

BEA:  Ago  Ambre  523-0777 

Ann  Winkler  (personnel  notes)  523-0890 

Defense:  Rose  Glubin,  OSD  Comptroller  0X7-0476 

HEW:  Wray  Smith,  Office  of  Sec  245-7616 

PHS:  Gooloo  Wunderlich,  OAS 

for  Health  443-2660 

Louise  Kirby,  NCHS 

(news  items)  443-1202 

Evelyn  W.  Gordon, 

Food  and  Drug  443-4190 

NCES:  0.  Jean  Brandes  472-5026 

SSA:  John  J.  Carroll,  Asst  Comsnr 

for  Research  &  Statistics 
(news  items)  673-5602 

Robert  Robinson,  ORS 

(distribution)  673-5576 

HUD:  Douglas  C.  Brooks  755-9086 

Alternate:  Robert  E.  Ryan  755-5190 

IASI:  Susana  Moncayo  381-8285 

Interior:  William  L.  Kendig  (distribution)  343-2195 

Office  of  Management 
Consulting 

Arthur  Berger,  Bureau  of  Mines 

(news  items)  343-8511 

Labor:  Joan  Hall  (distribution  only)  961-2001 

Office  of  the  Secretary 


Telephone 

Labor 

BLS: 

Henry  Lowenstern 

Constance  McEwen 

523-1327 

(news  items) 

523-1660 

ETA: 

Howard  Rosen,  Office  of 

Manpower  Research 

376-7335 

Bernard  Rein 

376-7258 

Robert  Yerger,  Office  of  Research 

and  Development 

376-6456 

Transportation : 

Doris  Groff  Velona 

426-4138 

FHA: 

Thomas  Hyland,  Public  Affairs 

(news  items) 

426-0662 

FAA: 

Patricia  Beardsley 

426-3323 

Treasury: 

Jack  Flood,  Jr.,  Printing  Procure- 

ment  (distribution  only) 

566-2902 

John  Garmat  (news  items) 

566-2825 

IRS: 

Robert  Wilson  (news  items) 

376-0211 

FEA: 

Pamela  H.  Kacser 

961-7686 

Fed  Reserve: 

Robert  M.  Fisher,  R  &  S 

452-2871 

NASA: 

W.A.  Greene 

755-8439 

NSF: 

Charles  E.  Falk,  Div.  of  Science 

Resources  Studies 

282-7706 

Mary  M.  Boyden 

634-4622 

U.S.  Civil  Serv.  Comm. 

F*hilip  Schneider 

632-6808 

USPS: 

James  R.  Duffett,  Special 

Stat.  Projects  Division 

245-4182 

VA: 

Howard  J.  Sharon,  Director  of 

Reports  and  Statistics 
Service 

DU9-2423 

SUBSCRIPTION  ORDER  FORM 

ENTER  MY  SUBSCRIPTION  TO  STATISTICAL  REPORTER  (SRE)  @  $9.70.  Add  $3.30  for  foreign  mailing.  No  additional  postage  is 
required  for  mailing  within  the  United  States,  its  possessions.  Canada.  Mexico,  and  all  Central  and  South  American  Countries  ex¬ 
cept  Argentina.  Brazil,  British  Honduras.  French  Guiana,  Guyana,  and  Surinam.  For  shipment  to  all  other  foreign  countries  include 
additional  postage  as  quoted  for  each  periodical  or  subscription  service. 
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